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/ The Top 10 Things We Love This Week 


Must List 


JURASSIC 
WORLD 


Hold on to your butts! 
These dinos (and this 
z movie) are big, mean, 
i and slick. Watching 
amassive mosasaurus 
leap from the water to 
chomp a dangling 
shark? It’s enough to 
impress even the 
most jaded box office 7 Bryce: i 
patrons. (Rated PG-13) d aNd Cae 
i w ‘THE UNFORTUNATES, by Sophie 
iJ McManus inthis witty sagaofdeca- 
dence and coruption,adying heless and ed 
her family try 
tosalvage ‘Bae 
theirreputa- , 
tions (and 4 
riches) but Pe es . 
trip over their 
own secrets 
and lies. 
“MAKE THAT Culminating in Onr AND EARL AND < 
WORK,” T-Pain feat. a shocking Funalie DYING GIRL A Sundance 
Suicy J Treking of AutoTunereclaims | crime, The Unfertuna the teen-cancerdramedy—with 
Unfortunates script and star-making performance: 
isastrong fie Melanie — | been dubbed a smarter, scrapper The F 
wind chimes, anda guest verse by Juicy. | ripping debut. in Our Stars Bring Kleenex (Rated PG-13) 
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JONATHAN 
STRANGE 
& MR NORRELL 
Bringing Susanna 
Clarke’s beloved 
fantasy opus 

to screen, BBC 
America pulls 
offa daunting 
magic trick 

with smarts, 
spectacle, and 
stunning perfor- 
mances by Bertie 
Carvel and Eddie 
Marsanas rival 
illusionists. (BBC 
America, Satur- 
days, 10 p.m.) 
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ORANGE IS THE NEW BLACK Season 3 of Netfli’s captivating prison 
eres is juicer and pulper than ever. Laura Prepon returns to get Taylor Sciling all hot 
‘and bothered, bedbugs bedevil everyone, and the prison gets a new_oh, why spolit? Binge! 


‘THE WOLFPACK This riveting 
doctellsthe story of six brothers who 
spent their youth locked inside their 
Manhattan apartment. Their only 
exposure to the outside world was the 
films they watched—and meticulously 
re-created at home. (Rated R) 


LANTERN, by Hudson 

Mohawhke the'second fulliength 
‘album from the Scottish produce, DJ, and 
Kanye West associate traffcs in tough 
beat science, gauzy soundscapes, and sexy 
vibes thanks to guest vocalists including 
‘Miguel and Jhené Aiko 


4 


SECOND LIFE, 
by SJ. Watson From 
the author of 2011s, 
best-selling Before | 
Go to Sleep comes 
another twisted thriler: 
After her sister turns 
up dead, Julia learns 
she had been involved 


an 


SS 


THE VIRGIN SUICIDES 15TH ANNI- 
VERSARY DELUXE EDITION, Air 


The French duo's soundtrack to Sofia Coppolas 2000 directo 


ina dark world of 


cybersex and lags on to 
investigate—but soon 
gets caught up herself 


debut remains deeply maving and infectious and this handsome 
reissue introduces extra tracks andincuesa limited-edition vinyL. 


INTRODUCING MOTT'S" JUICE 

DRINK ANID APPLESAUCE 
MADE SPECIALLY FOR THE 
MINIONS MOVIE. 


Good & Honest 


Switch to AT&T and 


Geta*100 
bill credit 


when you buy a smartphone with AT&T Next?" 


All Mobile Share Value" plans come 


th Rollover Data” to share. 


MOBILIZING =, 
oa SF 
WORLD” 


Learn more at att.com/100credit 


cre unt ne ce Se as nl Ne ines ony, exes pads espn gh ane a fm 2g cane at pate en marge van 
‘Si aoe gas en al pple ct ane cel Rate aor Sd as Cee byes xen Qe pop ies ee 
Corer Ch i ee lsd rtd gle cae ele Cel ans he res Uk: Uno cept alee att a et caw 
tierce ecu ees TET Wexler ak ll et ce eles service canceled, remaining dee balance fede 
Al ted ee pease sles auto hy at lc cts ny. Vane br tase Resch esse ee sma Gen Wes 
"emejecto Wels Castner gt. ter ony Cares eye eel ine arse on tn Cage ag S25 gc oa Nee 
Tinrgoseanausntaeeomgalegdues ena ean teeters sci cnne nd my need ecg reruabaarey wheat Cag 
{etl wc Ob et apy eal cee ee ste atc oct te aloe bar Noble Sasa’ plans Unset fone oh 
‘ants. on ig nse nao emi ogee eninge uh gt 
Stoun terms Ue! age esr eon ed oo ooh anew Unscas nao eenscr cel esatonesie nk 
inca fabs ae rpc beh Pee Sue anon xe i ota olaesal ree CN eels nogey Ap ene EL be 
hla ig nr nob maa ana Ta Popeye ma 8 ope Der ese coe 


ENTERTAMMEMT WEEKLY JUNE9, 2015 


| Contents 


News and Reviews. 


24 COVER Laverne Cox She's the most Columns 46 Movies 
ourme Town famous an siamerca She The Must List ass Words aly 

mghtalzobethemostenightened womanin Editors Note «oper the (Ue) story 
Hatyood Now shes st waltngfor the rest behind The Walk 
fA tocatch 3 ‘SOnthe Scene mS 

free of America to catch up a auissa azz oTv 

atta EWhtsAustnsaTx 52 

‘Byers votes 20 The Transition WillBe Televised nan Tauncantectnal © Orangelsthe New 

rb vraag omersticin siveness, TV proves once Black returns for sear 


10 Sound Bites 


Thus ied being oa again tobe meds mast effective agent of socal son eal talk wth the 
‘change, this time by sharing rich stries about the 13News &Notes creators of UNREAL. 
transgender community. ani wana Celebrity memoirs Ga Music 


inthe form of essay 
callecions—ate the 
latest bok trend an 


84 A Night Out With. Bil Echner Jonathan 
Groff and Andrew Rano 


This years 12 best 
albus well through 


on lifeas 


peorsier Siswascreetarsemmsar Seectme Se 
eins phone Ralescrsitvctarcinel ee ee 


Photograph by JEREMY LIEBMAN June 19, 2015 EW.COM | 5 


Editor’s Note 


LAVERNE, SURELY 


This is a difficult editor's letter for me to write—not 
because I’ve lost the power to type, but rather because 

| don’t want to mess it up. EW has a long history of 
covering issues important to the gay community, 

dating back to 1991 when we first published the names 
of notable entertainment figures who had died of AIDS. 
Since then, the movement's wins and losses have been 
exhaustively chronicled in our pages. But this is the first 
time in 15 years that EW has devoted an entire issue to gay, 
lesbian, and transgender entertainment—or as we've 
playfully dubbed parts of it, “the totally not-straight issue.” 


FOLLOWMEONTWITTER > Fo @nenrycotiitt 


‘Tho timing for this tribute couldn'the more appropri- 
ate: The Supreme Court seems ready to legalize gay 
‘marriage nationally, LGBT characters areall over TV 
and movies, and the transgender movement, whieh 
was hidden in the fringes of society even just three 
years ago, is at the center of our collective dialogue 
thanks to pioneers like Caitlyn Jenner and our cover 
subject, Laverne Cox, who talks to EW’s Melissa 
Maerz about her journey, “Let's acknowledge that, 
yes, T'm on the cover of Eyvreseansanavs Waxy, and a 
lot ofmakeup has been done, there's alot of fake hai” 
Cox says. “But 1’ like to think I'm on the cover of 
Byrentananayr Werxty because I'm on a show that 
people love, and I'm a talented actress, and I have 
lot of intelligent things to say" Absolutely—see for 
yourself on page 24. 

Unlike the civil rights movement, which was 
sparked by a groundswell of protests and activism, 
pop culture—TV in particular—has been an (or per- 
hhaps:¢he) impetus forthe public'sacceptance of LGBT 
issues. As Viee President Joe Biden famously said: “I 
think Will & Grace probably did more to educate the 
American public than almost anything anybody's ever 
done so far” Editor at large Mark Marris—who will 
bbludgeon me with a rainbow flag iT reveal how many 
years he's been on the LGBT beat for EW—provides 
perspective on the latest wave of entertainment 
featuring transgender characters, while senior 
editors Bill Keith and Kevin O'Donnell have put 
together a package of stories that contains everything 


‘you'd expect from any EW issue: intelligence, humor, 
‘and a reference to Buffy che Vampire Slayer. 

Speaking of beloved TV shows, Exrenramsacet 
Wensay played a big role at Austin's ATX Television 
Festival last weekend. If you're a TV fan, it's Eden/ 
Valhalla/Nirvana rolled into one—the stars and 
creators of your favorite sories flocked to town and 
were eager to chat with their fans. My favorite 
‘momeent” was the EW-sponsored reunion of Gilmore 
Girls, moderated by EW Radio's Jeseiea Shaw’ 
Seventeen members of the Gilmore family eame 
together to reminisce about their favorite episodes 
and spilled about a possible movie(!, You ean wateh 
the panel inits entirety at eu.com ilmaregirtsreunion, 
and it will be replayed on EW Radio (SiriusXM 
Channel 105) June 16 at 6 pam. 


Hope you enjoy. 


Wen y Elli! 


HENRY GOLDBLATT. 


imbengconee nes. hate 
econ evn morn My 
‘morte thehoursapert devouring 
fry weightn gusearle ana quesa 


‘"Doyau mits Tha Show Report? Tweet 
your enmonentyCakt 


i 


#NSTRONAUT 
WIVES CLU 


On the Scene 


GILMORE GIRLS. DAWSON'S CREEK. QUEER AS FOLK. No, Wee 0 (those were just 


wws reunited at the fourth annual ATXT. 


alking about your dream DVR lineup in 21 
sion Festival in Austin—a sizzling 
‘5 Below, a sampling of what EW ov 


NATAL 


some of thecasts and c 


tour favorite shows via panel 


ILMORE GIRLS: WILL THERESE A MOVIE? 
There could be. Maybe. Someday. Nearly the 
entire east of Gilmore Girls reunited with show 
Creator Amy Sherman-Palladina ta dish on the 
Beloved drarmedy. "it would have tobe the 
Fight everything-the right format, the right 
timing... If it ever came around, we would a 
mp ivand do > Sherman-Paliacing said 
to obvious applause, 


Ld 
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Scott Patterson, and 
AlexisBledel 
THE SIMPSONS: 
‘QUEER AS FOLK: WiLL < WILL BART REALLY DIE? 
ITOET REMADE? Gathering for one ofthe 
Everything ese i bin fist times since the news of 
rebooted could the . JP ty Shearer's ext Gurich 
groundbreaking LGBT they stayed mum on), the 
series Queer as Folk be ‘Simpsons producers had 
ext The east and major news: Alter 25 years 
rears, reunited Sideshow Bob (voiced by 
15 years afters debut ” Kelsay Grammer) wil inaly 
sald they open to Efinemess Bart Simpson 
‘ed start witha totaly thiefall. ut fear not hie 
new cast joked EP Ron tlabalical plan oniy comes 
Cowen. Added cast {ofruton during the annual 
member Peter Paige, “ts Haloween speci and 
amazing to think 10 yea art ives on inthe regular 
Bier we ended, the show z BME scves Bisa back tis 
season: SpiderPig! 


Z f 
|BROOKLYN NINE-NINE: 
WILL THEY? WON'T THEY? 
Brook Nine Nine bose 
Dan Goor touched on what 
wnt happen between ake 
{andy Samberg) and Amy 
{Matsa Fumero} nex yar, 
Ser they smooched east 
Seavons finale. its not 
Smoath sling Goor sid 
They work toyether, Siverman, 
theyre diferent peconal- RU 
tia, They ksedina 

‘moment of trauma, snd 
‘ow they have ta igure out 
whats happening 
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YOU CAN'T BLAZE A TRAIL 
WITHOUT LIGHTING A FIRE 


oe 
TRAILBLAZER 


HONORS 
Saturday, June 27th 8/7c 


An event celebrating those who forged new paths to LGBT equality. 


“Just missinga 
shirt that says 
‘tvenever felt th : 
“Unless ‘touch of aman.’ 
you're “Oh, ljust love ithere. 
slumming it Ithinkit's great. 
inBed-Stuy, The mountains. 


seriously The pine trees. The 
doubt you look of fearin 
know my everyone's eyes.” : 
assistant.” 


Ethan (Matt Dillon, 
enthusing about pew much 
hee enjoying hs new 
on Wayward Pres 


“Anew study : 
says that i 
since the’90s, 
‘Americans 
have 


“Please recycle." 
thie Ann Mle 


‘Gary CTony Hale) 


“tm doing my reality 
show right now— 
Wahiburgers, on 

A&E. Ifthey tried to 

cut out my mother 
id kill somebody, 
evenif she sucked 
‘asbad as Drama 
probably sucks.” 


Mark Wahlbera. to 
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become 
more accept- 
ing of casual 
sex. And here 
lamstill 
doing it with 
mytieonlike 
anidiot” 


“Curriculum: 
night? Please. 
‘They're 
inpreschool. 

What'sne> 
They're going 
tomajorin 
finger painting 
and sand?” 
dre scl vet 
oainmoet 


“Please, 


GENUINE 


The LG Watch Urbane, the Genuine Smartpiece 
Equipped with Android Wear, it can send texts, 
deliver notifications, give turn-by-turn directions, 
syne and play your Favorite tracks, and more. 
With its interchangeable leatherstraps and 
classic gold or siver finishes, t proves the future 
of innovation can indeed be timeless. 


Gridroid 


Genuine Smartpiece 


LG Watch urbane 


——— 


NO WRAPPERS, 
NO MESS 


THE GUM YOU LOVE, NOW UNWRAPPED 
HELPS FIGHT CAVITIES 


/ CATCHING UP WITH TARAJI AND TERENCE (». Q F 


News & Notes 


ry 


Ce 


J 
4 
m x 


(Glockwise from left Lena Dunham, Tina Fe, Anna Kendrick, Mindy Kaling, and Gabourey Sidibe 


TheNew 
Voices of the 
Best-Seller 


Forget Hollywood glamour. 
Real talk from real women is 
the new celebrity memoir— 
and readers can’t get enough. 
BY ISABELLA BIEDENHARN 


ONCE THE RESULT of a storied careor and a long life—or at 
least a traumatic one—memoirs have become the medium of 
choice for a certain typeof celebrity: young, witty often female, 
with a loyal fan base and a distinet (and unfiltered) point of 
view. The latest to seal a book deal? Empire and Precious star 
Gabourey Sidibe, 32, whose fortheoming collection of personal 
stories spurred a fervent publishing auction, reportedly selling 
to Houghton Miffin Harcourt for north of $2.5 million. 

‘To justify an advance of that size, Sidibe's book will have to 
sell more than 500,000 copies. It'sno small igure, especially 
considering her writing credits don't strotch far beyond her 
(well-received) Twitter account, but Eamon Dolan, who has 
his own imprint at Houghton Mifiin Harcourt, isn't worried, 
“You often wonder, in this day and age, ‘Can someone write 
240 pages as well as they write 140 characters?” says Dolan, 
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“The thing about it that makes us fee! like 
it might actually work—even though she 
doesn't have quite the Q rating of Tina 
Foy—is that Gabby’s such a goddamn 
00d writer” 

In 2011, Fey's mega-best-seller, Bossy- 
pants, ick-started a wave of smart, funny, 
relatable memoirs. “That was really a 
benchmark book,” says Trish Boezkowski, 
\VPleditorial director for Crown Arche 
type. “She got a sizable advance, and I 
think in a way she set a precedent for 
that, because hers was such a successful 
experiment.” When Mindy Kaling’s Is 
Everyone Hanging Out Without Me? (And 
Other Concerns) emenged six months later 
to similar success, a trend was born, and 
everyone from Lena Dunham to Amy 
Poehler joined in. “Its become kind of a 
tried-and-true formula,” Boczkowski 
says. “If you just look at the numbers on 
[Nielsen] BookScan between Lena 
Dunham, Amy Poehler—they all hit that 
really high-six-figure-to-one-million 
copies [sales] mark.” Which is why 
publishers are ponying up such large 
advances: In May it was reported that 
Kaling and longtime pal B.l. Novak pulled 
in $75 million fora joint book about their 
friendship and offand-on romance. 

‘There's logic behind these best-sellers. 
“Lena Dunham, Tina Fey, and Mindy 
Kaling—these people are writersby trade,” 
Boczkowski says. “And comedians in gen. 
eral, oo, are people who have a bead on 
culture, and are kind of 
commenting on the cul- 


EW predicts what kinds of advances 
these currently bookless stars could earn 


APenny for Your Thoughts | 
\ 


should they put pen to paper 


LA 


| ed 


$4M_ $4! 


$6M 


$10M 


|AMYSCHUMER MELISSA ABBIJACOB- 
“JONES MecarTHy SON&ILANA ‘SWIFT. 
ShetHanard-ssure'the och, Slookauster— QUAZER Her S87 milion 
‘smartwitha aubverave.” —flms,twohit__TheComedy Twitter followers 
famousdadbut comicwill ite shows,wrting Centraldarings and fans would 
oesrt quite “sbooksome. chops sassfor _haveitall,” devour her end 
have theimoact dayvanditwil days? McCarthy Incudiog BFF- less Holywood 
Otherpeers. “-be“huge” —‘sanebraner levellkabilty. gossip. 


grab time when they could... You ean 
‘knock something off in a week, when you 
have downtime, then come back a few 
‘weeks later and knock off something else” 
When it comes to reaching readers, 
these books are succeeding because 
they're written with clear-eyed honesty— 
‘so much so that reading them feels like 
you're chatting with your best friend. 
*Candor isan important 
consideration,” says 


tural conversation at “"*@elebrity’ can Paul Bogaards, publicity 
lange” These particular SOmetimes director at Knopf. “How 
wrtrs!ackgeounds — HMBIY BFS hin 
arein TV, a driving fio. WOK,” says be about their experi- 
tor in the rise of essay cuuliontares ‘ences and their life? If 
Coatmightoreenae— StKRORE But ah nest 
alls. “They're episodic + -- WE'F@ Hivinginan going to be as much 
because these people  CF@ OF celebrity interest.” Brutal self. 
cvumdioGintings SONGS pcan in w ct 
cpidosthyrvinito  ERAERABROG to ng, Duna, 


thinking in skits," Dolan 
says. Essays also help 
with a more mundane issue: scheduling 
“Fey, Kaling, and Dunham] were actively 
involved in making shows atthe time they 
‘wore writing these books, so they had to 


‘and Fey have profession 
ally perfected, but for 
celebrities who aren't writers hy trade— 
like Sidibe and Pitch Perfect star Anna 
Kendrick, who signed a deal in April for a 
fall 2016 title—publishers are literally 


banking on their relatability, which soften 
tested on Twitter. One of Sidibe's slick 
‘esponsestoher detractors went viral last 
year (To people making mean comments 
bout my [Golden Globes] pies, I mos det 
‘ried about it on that private et on the way 
to my dream job last night #IK"), and 
Kendrick’s random life observations (*1 
like to think of myself less ike ‘an adult 
and more ike a former fatns'") areso pop- 
ular among the millennial set they're 
frequently turned into Buzzeed posts. 

“Pmless interested inthe soup-to-nuts 
“1 was born in the house I helped my 
father bile’ kind of memoir than Iam in 
‘one that takes up a certain aspect of the 
person's life and really digs into i," says 
Dolan, The unguarded nature of this new 
brand of tell-all takes a fan's relationship 
witha celebrity toa deeper level. “There's 
something you can get out ofa book that's 
really personable and relatable,” says 
Bocakowsk, “It'san experience, to engage 
with an idol like that.” 


usin Of the Boks nth EW Tins rah 
stephan Le every Monday 3t2and pn 
‘on ik Channel 103 


O% more sie ks athe pubshieg Industry, 
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TIME FOR A COFFEE BREAK 
‘Shake things up with Wendy's" new FruiTea Chillers” made with 
real frit purees and juices. ry Orange Mango with Carrot or 
Blueberry Pineapple with Pomegranate, hand:shaken with our 
exclusive Organic Honest” Tropical Green Tea. 


Need a tsipmeup? Fw 


CHILLERS: 


[aes 


Tarajiand Terrence: 
“We Are Pretty Hilarious!” 


Missing Empire? Here's your fix: Taraji P. Henson and Terrence Howard 


ost Spike's Guys Choice Awards, 


duo—who bicker ai 


ring June 18. EW sat down with the 
much as Cookie and Lueious—for an unfiltered talk 


about their friendship, preshow jitters, and the Lyons. ~CARRIE BELL 


You're used to being in 
front of the camera, but 
does hosting introduce 
new nerves? 

TARAJIP. HENSON It helps 
when you have a partner. 
hast the Celebration of 
Gospel, too, and that's just 
‘me, so there's alittle more 
pressure. But God is with 
us. Well, with me—I don't 
know who's with Terrence. 
TERENCE HOWARD I got 

the other guy on my 

side. Big Devil. Big Dis 

my roling buddy! 
HENSON Oh, God. 

HOWARD No—ah, D. 

Do you have a hosting 
style? 

HENSON Wee always paired 
together when it's very 
dramatic, but we are pretty 
hilarious! Actually, rm really 
funny. He stays in his lane 
{and lets me do my thing. He 
lets me do my thang. 
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You go way back. Did that 
help on the Empire sot? 
HENSON If we hadn't already 
been through Hustle & 
Flow, Cookie and Lucious 
would be less interesting, 
Terrence wouldn't be who 
he is fit wasn’t for me. 
HowaRD Yup, and Tarali 
wouldn't have any public 
appearance or appreciation 
without me. 

‘Are you going to channel 
the Lyons during the 
show? Will we see any 
scarves? Animal prints? 
HENSON Maybe. Terrence 
might wear a rose, 

HowarD I like flowers, the 
way they scent out my life 
Do those costumes bring 
your characters to life? 
HowaRD They do. Like 
when they put that 
fevede-up son me last 
year, some of them 

clothes was jacked up. 


Had me looking like Barney. 
HENSON Well, they did ask 
you to lose 20 pounds, 

s0 that's on you, Terrence. 
Howaro They didn’thave 
to put me in purple. 
HENSON Just lose the 

20 pounds, Terrence, and 
feel good in any color. 

How do you view the 
impact Empire has had on 
‘entertainment? 

HowaRD We have been 
told for years that African: 
American art had no world 
‘wide foundation. But this 
show isnumber one in every 
‘country it goes to. I's allow: 
ing more people into the 
‘game. We love that. [Pauses] 
But we really lave the oppor: 
tunity to renegotiate soon. 
HENSON Oh my God. Can 
we end this now befare 

he just shoots himself 
inthe foot orin the mouth 
orn the face? 


WHAT'S UP 
WITH APPLE 
MUSIC? 


Burning questions linger fram 
Apple's June 8 unveling 
hosted by CEO Tim Cook and 


How willmy iPhone's music 
app change? 
Ieithave 2 fresh look. When Apple 
Musio-an ampedsup runes 
Store and Spotty compat. 
launches an June 30, the barat 
the bottom will boast new tabs: 
Far You, New, Radio, Connect. 
‘and My Musi, which wil allow al 
ff your music to liven one place 


‘Whathappens tomy tracks 
thataren'tstreaming on Applo 
Music? 

They get to stay. Music youve 
purchased from iTunes or 
Uploaded from CDs wil automat 
cally ve nthe Cloud-ineluding 
those iracks from your brother 
doomed calege punk band. 


‘Whatis Connect? 
pple free platform for art 
fats ane ther fans to, aher, con 
rect, ard boasts 


Sound Bite” says Steve Gedikian 
of Apple product marketing. “es 
a really simple way for an artist to 
share a thought, a comment. an 
Interesting guitar rif—whatover I 
Isthey imagine and want to 
share, and i's 10 seconds ong. 


Will! ever neod to purchase 
music again? 

Yes, sortof. A $8.99 monthly 
subscription lets you stream any 
track. And unlike Spoily Pre 
‘rium, hich lets you save 10.000 
Songs for affine use, you can 
save up to 100.000. But you 
‘want to oar thems forever, you'l 
stil have to it the Tunes Store 


Drake, who will 
Telease his 

next album using 
‘Apple Music's 
connect a the 
“ne @ event 


News & Notes 


Will Smash Geta Second Act? 


been off the air for two years—but don't call it dead just yet. “TIM STACK AND MARC SNETIKER 


‘The NBC series ha 


‘SOME CANCELED TV shows 

‘et Netflix reboots, some get 

a last-minute save from 

Hulu, and athers—Hike NBC's 
mousy il-fated 2012 

‘musical dramedy, Smash. 


starter in history~$100,000 
p three hours—the cast of 
Smash (including Debra 
Messing, Katharine McPhee, 
‘and Megan Hilty) reunited in 
New Yorkon June 8 for a 
sold-out concert production 
‘of Bombshell, the fictional 
‘musical-within-the:show about 
Marilyn Monroe. In doing o, 
ey raised more than 
800,000 for performing-arts 
‘nonprofit the Actors Fund, 
Messing, who played writer 
(and scarf lover) Julia Houston, 
tells EW, “Smash never was 
the show we all wanted itto 
bee,..but to beable to putitan 
an actual Broadway stage 
for the people who most loved 
itfelt ke a perfect cherry 
‘on the cake: 
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series had a tumultuous 
two-season run with of. 
‘camera drama (creator and 
playwright Theresa Rebeck 
stepped down as showrunner) 
‘and occasional onscreen 
leopiness (hello, Bollywood 
dream sequencel). But despite 
ite brie lite span and uneven 
story lines, Smash has 
amassed a cultlke following 
thanks largely to an original 
soundtrack that can hold its 
‘own against the best of 


Broadway, “There's not a week 
that [goes] by where someone 
[doesnt] tell me how much 


i}? 


fe producer Neil Meron. A 
Scott Wittman, who directec 
the reunion event and co: 
wrote the show's music with 
his partner, Mate Shaiman: 
The songs have such a life, 
‘and fon YouTube there are 
covers by] everyone froma 
drag bar in Atlanta toa 14-y 
ld boy in his bedroom to hi 
school 


hay loved Smash says execu: 


dds 
-) 


igh 


‘irs and marching 


bands. | know there's life out 


here for it somewhere: 


That's what fans are hoping 
EP Steven Spielberg's original 


dream for Smash was toe 


‘full-blown Broadway musical 
born from the TV show; 
Monday's performance felt ike 
sign of life. While a stage 
production would requ 
book, ane bonus is that 
ready a bultin audienc 
3 score, "Even thou! 
didn't have enough viewers to 
allow NBC to cantinue it, it was 
il millions of peaple, 
Shaiman says. "Millions of 
people were hearing these 
songs every week, and that's 9 
lot of people!” Smash execu: 
fe producers Craig Zadan 
and Meron, who also produced 
the Bombshell concer, insist 
that they're just basking in the 
success of the performance. 
‘Of course weld lave to see 
Bombshell have alfe on the 
stage, Meron says. "But weld 
alo lke ta eatch our breath 
‘and then see where everyone 
Isat? But Messing has faith 
There's teal musical ther, it 
they get a really talented book 
writer” Perhaps one who loves 
ssories. (Additional 
reporting by Hillary Bu 
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The Hotwives of Las Vegas 


SEASON 2 0F Hulu's Real 
Housewives spool, The 
Hotwives of Orlando, returns 
on Aug. 18, and it's swapping 
the Sunshine State for Sin 
City. With the new locale 
come fresh characters: 
Angela Kinsey (The Office) 
trades in season I's devout 
Crystal Simmons for the 
manipulative First Lady of 
the Strip, and Casey Wilson 


STRIVIA 
TAKEAWAYS 
FROMTHE 
TONYS 


The 69th Annual Tony Awards, 
Which aited June /on CBS, 
brought plenty af teachable 
moments for Broadway 

both casual and clie-hard. 
“MARC SNETIKER 


DQ 


(Marry Me) portrays an 
extremely pregnant 
‘woman named Jenfer 

but the fake boobs, tight 
dresses, and over-the-top 
drama remain. Above, 
Jenfer goes into labor at 
abook party celebrating 
the launches of everyone's 
memoirs, delivering her 
baby with such force it flies 
across the patio and lands 


Fun Homemade history by 
scoring the first Tony for an 
all-female composing team 
(eanine Tesori and Lisa Kron) 
‘and, quite simply, by being the 
first Bost Musioal winner about a 
lesbian ina funeral home, 


Save for Halen Mirron’s 
deserved win for playing 
‘Queen Elizabeth In The Audience, 

the rest of the Hollywood A list 
‘came up empty-handed. Remor 
berthe name Alex Sharphe's the 
26-year-old who won best actor for 
his turn in The Curious incident of 
the Dog in the Night-Time, beating 
‘out Bradley Cooper and ill Nigh. 


‘The sixth ime was the charm 
{for theater vet Kell O'Hara, 

who finally notched her fist Tony 

{for The King and (though she also 


ina lawn chair. “Our prop 
person was up on a ladder 
with my ‘baby’ which was 
aplastic doll with fishing 

wire attached to it, and 
literally yanked it like you 
would pull afish out of 
water,’ Wilson says. “The 
only thing running through. 
my head was ‘How did I get 
y, to be a part of such 


deserves an award for surviving 
Peter Pan Live last December) 


‘The telecast hit an all-time 
zatingslow with 6.8 milion 
Viewers (ice as many watched 
{game 2 ofthe NBA Finals on 
‘ABC), perhaps because this year's 
‘coremany was the most “inside 
Broadway" in years, with Kristin 
‘Chenoweth and Alan Cumming 
(ft) achosts and a winners’ ist of 
‘mostly stage names. 


Still, Broadway's 2014-15 
seacon war Remostattonded 
(1311 milion), highest-grossing 
(6136 bilion) year ever, sof youre 
wondering why the decade-old 
Jersey Boys closed the show or why 
‘non nominated Finding Neverland 
performed at all, just give your 
Fegards to the booming box office, 


Reunions 
Tha ed carpet 
played rerune a8 
300 1V casts and 
creators connected 
Stevie. suLuvan 


ii 


Full House 
Danny Tanner (Bob 
Saget) and Uncle 
Jesse liohn Stamos) 
{gota head start on 
the upcoming 
Netflix reboot June S 
atthe “Cool 
Comedy—Hot 
Cuisine" benefit in 
Sovery Hil. 


(.) 


Seinfeld 
Corry David met up 
with the fetionalized 
Version of hima 
and his Fish in the 
Dark replacement, 
sso Alexander, at 
the Tony Awards. 


Either the Crane 
brothers (David 
Hyde Pieroe and 
Kelsey Grammer) 
spent some time 
together atthe 
Tonys, oF we fall 
asleep infront of 
the TV again 
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‘MOST FAMOUS TRANSGENE 


LAVER. E COX is THE 


'TENED WOMA 


E REST OF AMEI 


photographed on 
in 


LAVERNE COx:S the most famous transgen: 
der actress in America. That's the best job 
she can imagine, It might also be the hard: 
est, Ir means she got invited to the White 
House Correspondents’ Dinner this year, 
\where Michelle Obama summoned her fora 
big hug, but she also spent most ofthe night 
fielding endless press questions about 
Caitlyn Jenner, who had come out as trans 
gender on 20/20 the night before. It means 
Cox made history as the first transgender 
actress t earn an Emmy nomination for her 
role on Orange Is the New Black but she had 


to play a prostitute seven times before she 
gotthere, means she gets Christmas cards 
from Beyoncé and takes selfies with Jane 
Ponda, yet still has to compete for the few 
twansgender roles that exist, as ifshe werea 
Hollywood outsider. r means she's the pub- 
lic face for transgender America, And she's 
grateful for that. “T just wonder,” she says, 
“am Lallowed to bea human being?” 

"To be far, Cox isnt just a human being 
‘She's an icon. Walking into the NoMad bar 
in New York dressed in black, wearing over 
size sunglasses and swinging 2 Gucci hand- 
bag behind her, she's nearly seven feet tallin 
heels, her hair swept into an elegant updo, 
People turn their heads as she sashays by. 
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She speaks and moves with the grace of a 
‘movie star from a bygone era, and yet she’s 
ing less than real. Slipping 
behind a table, she orders small plates that 
honor her low glycemic diet. Most actresses 
‘would just order a double cheeseburger and. 
never take one bite, Not Cox. “What a waste 
ofa cheeseburger” she says, rolling her eyes. 

Cox doesn't hide the face that it takes a 
loc of hard work tobe Laverne Cax. Asarole 
‘model in the transgender community, she 
can't afford a single tabloid scandal or em- 
barrassing paparazzi shot, and considering 
the questions she has fielded, ies hard to 
beliove she's never given the wrong answer: 


When CBS This Morning host Gayle King 
insisted that Cox was “born a boy,” Cox 
patiently corrected her, noting that she was 
“assigned” a male gender at birth. When 
‘Katie Couric asked about her genital, Cox. 


calmly explained that the preoccupation 
with surgery objectfies transgender people. 
‘Now that she's promoting Orange s the New 
‘Black's third season, she's being forced to 
answer more questions about Jenner, who 
‘made her debut as Caitlyn in Vanity Fair the 
week before the show's premiere 
‘Watching the media frenzy over Jenner, 
youcan't help but wonder what Cas thinks. 
‘There was considerable talk about Jenner's 
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surgery. There were objectifying comments 
about Caitlyn’s body. And much of the cov 
erage seemed to undo the progress that 
Cox has been fighting so hard to achieve, 

She wrote a thoughtful response on 
‘Tumble, reminding people that Jenner 
should be praised for her courage, not her 
looks. “This is why I'm so grateful that 1 
had the luxury of transitioning in private,” 
she says. “Because when you transition in 
the public eye, the transition becomes the 
story. I'm always disturbed when I see 
conversations about trans people that 
focus on surgery. But I believe Caitlyn will, 
twanscend this moment.” 

‘Most actresses never have to deliver 
public statements like these, Cox some: 
times feels exhausted when she has tospeak 
for an entire community. “I have those 
cranky moments where I really don’t want 
to answer stuff or I'm annoyed by what 
people say,” she admits,“but Tam cognizant 
of the fact that if'm bitchy, that’s gonna be 
the story” And it won't just be about her— 
it will be twisted into a point about trans 
gender women everywhere, 


THis 1s HOW Cox allows herself to be a 
hhuman being. Whenever she wants to say 
something she's not allowed to say, she 
‘wansforms into her alte ego, whose name is 
What. “Like, Whaaaaat?" she explains, 
cocking her head and throwing some shade. 
Cox developed the character afew years ago 
with her acting coach, Brad Caleaterra, who 
runs Act Out,a class that encourages LGBT 
actors to use their personal experiences in 
their creative work. “Brad's direction was 
like, ‘She's the bitchiest queen from RuPau!’s 
Drag Rave, Embody that shell, and tell your 
‘wn story,” Cox explains. “Ithas been one 
ofthe most cathartic exercises ever.” 

Ie’s no accident that What came into 
Cox’ life around the same time that Sophia 
did, It was 2012, and after years of only 
appearing on shows like Bored to Death and 
1 Wanna Work for Diddy, Cox was consider. 
ing going back to school to get her master's 
degree in women’s studies when she landed 
the breakthrough role on OITNB. As a 
‘wansgender woman who committed credit- 
card fraud to finance her transition, then 


My beauty is 
not about 
how I look,” 
she says. 


Mv beauty is 
about my heart 
and soul. 


had to abandon her wife and son for prison, 
Sophia is both ethically questionable and 
deeply sympathetic. She's the prison’s 
beloved stylist, working wonders with 
inmates’ hair to raise money for hormone 
treatments, but she’s not always the best 
parent. Season 3 begins on Mother's Day, 
anda visit from her son leads to her giving 
advice about love. “Find areal insecure girl 
and practice on her," Sophia tells the boy. 
“That way, when you meet a girl you really 
like, you'll be good ati.” He's baffled. “You. 
really want to be a lady in a world where 
‘men do that?” he asks. 

‘Though she doesn't get much screen 
time, Sophia is one of the most popular 
characters on Orange, and i's easy to under. 
stand why. She's funny and smart, and she 
doesn't suffer fools. 'sthe kind of complex 
role that breaks the glass ceiling for trans 
gender actors. And yet when Cox went to 
theshow’s premiere, the public didn’t imme- 
diately embrace her. “Here's this tall, stun. 
ning woman ina sequined dress, and [think 
people were like, ‘Whatisthis?"” Calcaterra 
remembers, He knew he had to prepare her 
for what was to come. 

‘So he and Cox created What asa sassy 
smart-ass who could shame Cox before 
anyone else could. “[She] is saying, “Who 
do you think you are to be walking the red 


carpet? You're a man. You're nothing." 

"That exercise never gets easier. “The first 
five times I did it, would just break down, 
crying,” says Cox, Stil, she did lean on What 
to prepare for her most famous scene on 
(range, The first-season episode “Lesbian 
Request Denied” shows how Sophia came to 
live in two different prisons, the one she 
Janded in because of credit-card fraud, and 
the one she was born inside: her body. It 
shows her lif before Litchfield—Cox’s twin 
brother, M, Lamar, plays Sophia pre-transt 
tion—and we see her dress as a woman for 
the firsttime, admiring herselfinthe mirror 
in an ill-fitting dress, thinking about her 
future. The tragedy ofthis scene, of course, 
is we know what Sophia doesn’: Both asa 
prisoner and as a transgender woman, she 
will never beable to fully escape her past. 

‘Orange creator Jenji Kohan says that 
‘moment captures what's so powerful about 
Cox. “Standingin front of the mirvor in chat 
bad dress, awkwardly trying to imagine 
‘what her life as a woman would be, she was 
wordlessly magnificent,” Kohan says. “She 
told so much story without saying anything 
She inhabits the character as opposed to 
being an actor playing a role.” There she 
was, giving the performance of her life, And 
she wasn't really acting atall, 


BORN IN MoBILE, Ala, to a churchgoing 
single mother who's still one of her best. 
friends, Cox always just assumed that she 
was a gitl Thar changed in the third grade 
when her teacher told her mather, "Your 
son is going tend upin New Orleans wear. 
ing a dress if you don't get him into therapy 
right away.” Other kids bullied her. One 
night, she swallowed too many pills,hoping 
never to wake up. 

(Cox has told this story before, both in the 
press and during her recent college tour, 
where she spoke about her life to students 
across the country. The emotions from 
those early years come back easily. But 
when you ask for more details about what 
her childhood was like, she finds herself at 
‘loss for words. “The weitd thing about my 
childhood is that I was there, but Last,” 
she says. “Iwasalwaysin my imagination. It 
was safer there, because I could have this, 
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‘Apresincarcerated Sophia 
inthe fst sepon 


attitude ik, ‘Screw you, 'm gonna get out 
cof here and move to New York and be rich 
and famous! I'l show all ofyou!"™ 
Cox studied theater and gender studiesat 
‘Marymount Manhattan College in New York 
in the late ‘90s. Gradually she began dress 
Ingina more feminine way, and after moving 
tothe city, where she auditioned and worked. 
as a waitress at drag venue Lucky Cheng’s 
she had her fist hormone shot. Before long, 
she started her medical transition. Ie was a 
relief to stop denying that she was git. 
‘She's till very tight with a group of tran. 
gender actors and performers from those 
early days, including the actress Trace 
Lysette (Transparent). They all regularly get 
together to gossip about guys and do kara 
‘ke,“They'reabunch of Southern girls;"Cox 
says.“"They're people Ican be real with.”| 
‘While Cox has no shortage of friends, 
dating has never been easy. She had her first 
iss at 17, but she says the relationship was 
“tricky” and too painful to discuss. She's 
frustrated by straight-identifying men who 
are only interested in transgender women, 
behind closed doors. “What's funny is that 
Tm literally on the cover of magazines, Pm. 
‘an Emmy nominee, and I don't know if any 
of that has changed,” she says. For a while 
she was involved in a relationship wich a 
‘man, but refused to invite him to red-carpet 
events. “Tused to have this fantasy of having 
this public relationship that would set new 
standards for how trans women and men 
canbe together,” she says, “butevery partof 
any life can'tbe a political statement.” 
"That's true, though it can certainly feel 
that way sometimes, Trace Lysette remem: 
bers Cox confronting her about the fact that 
Lysette was auditioning only for cisgender 


- 


(nontransgender) roles, “When I transi 
tioned 13 years ago, the goal in some circles 
vwas to become passable,” Lyserte explains. 
“Once I opened myself to the possibilty of 
playing trans roles, I noticed an immediate 
Influx of opportunities” This year both Cox 
and Lysette were castin major roles in plots. 
“That’s never been done before,” Lysette 
says. “Neither got picked up, bur that little 
bit of progress tells me Laverne has def 
nitly affected the industry” 

‘Conversations about “passing” as a non- 
transgender woman in a cisgender world 
are particularly sensitive for Cox. To her 
crities, she’s either too feminine or she's 
not feminine enough. When Cox recently 
Instagrammed a photo of herself, someone 
commented that she looked lke man, Cox 
was devastated, Then she was indignant. 
Why should she feel ashamed? 

“My work in that moment was to say [to 
myself] Your shouldersare beautiful Your 
big feetare beautiful,"she says. “When they 
say that Hlooklike a man, they'e saying that 
‘ook trans, and transis beautifal” 

‘She's starting to get emotional. “I don’t 
talk about the details of my medical transi 
tion," she says. “People assume that I've had 
all the surgery and that my wiole being is 
fake, And that's just not true. Honestly, 1 
probably would've had all the surgeries if 
Pd had more money earlier in my life, but 
had to accept myselfas Iam. When some- 
‘one says that I ook like a man, some trans 


‘Cos with Lea DeLaria and Yael 
‘Stone n season of TNE 


women hear that and go have another sur. 
gery, and then it goes too far." There are 
tears in her eyes. She fans them away with, 
her hands. “My beauty is not about how 1 
” she says. “My beauty is about my 


THE NEXT TIME I tall to Cox, she’s been. 
thinking about Caitlyn Jenner. We discuss 
the media's handling ofthe situation. Would 
they have been less supportive if Jenner 
weren't such a beauty? “For me, this isn't 
Just about trans women,” says Cox. “This is 
about being a woman, We are evaluated by 
the way we look constantly 

“But i's tricky. When I pose forthe cover 
ofa magazine, we're in hair and makeup for 
hhouts, soit would be hypoeritical of me to 
say we shouldn't be focusing on the ws 
women look. Lets pull bck the curtain and 
acknowledge that yes, 'm on the cover of 
Enrertansment Weexty, and makeup has 
been done, there’slotof fake hair Butthen, 
that is not wy 'm on the caver. like to 
think 'm on the cover because I'ma talent 
ed actress and I have a lot of intelligent 
things to say.” She's right. That’s exactly 
why she's on the caver. We don't just care 
about the most famous transgender actress 
in America, We care about Laverne Cox. a 
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AsPonrs ouRECOMES OUT as transgender, 
and the general public is riveted by her 
story, which is met with everything from 
bigotry to curiosity to empathy. All at once, 
the subject seems to be everywhere from 
‘op-ed pages to dinner-table conversations. 
‘Transgender stories—this time fictional — 
start to gain a toehold in popular culture. 
‘The highest-rated sitcom on network TV 
takes some tentative steps toward exploring 
the fluidity of gender identity by having a 
gay cross-dressing performer asa recurring 
character. popular medical drama wins an 
Emumy nomination for a two-part episode 
about a dactor who undergoes gender- 
reassignment surgery. 

"The year is1976, Transgender Americans 
are, for the first time, having a moment. 
And then interest subsides, The caravan 
moves on, And the moment is over. 

How did it take 39 years for us to get all 
the way back to the starting line? 


FOUR DECADES AGO, While che quest of 
Renée Richards (born Richard Raskind) to 
be permitted to play tennis in the women's 
draw of the US. Open galvanized the coun: 
ty’s attention, and shows like Ail in the 
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Family and Metical Center began dabbling in 
‘what was then called transsexualism, Bruce 
Jenner was on his way to winning a gold 
‘medal in the decathlon at the 1976 Mon: 
‘teal Olympics and landing on the cover of 
‘aWheaties box. Cutto April 2015,and Jenner 
was No. 1 again, now as the subject of a 
ratings copping interview with Diane Sawyer 
that drew 21 million viewers in which he 
(the designation Jenner preferred at the 
time) spoke about his lifelong journey 
toward becoming the woman the world 
now knows as Caitlyn, 


This time, transgender issues were han- 
dled with more knowledge and sensitivity 
than they were in the1970s, whena PeorLe, 
‘magazine interview remarked coldly that 
Richards’ “buttocks are fat, her breasts 
small” and smirked that she could end up 
the “King of the Virginia Slims cireuit” But 
Jenner wasalso less alone. In the past year, 
the Amazon series Transparent, aboura dad 
who comes out as trans to her three vary 

Ingly sympathetic adult children, has won 
Golden Globes for best comedy series and 
best actor (Jeffrey Tambor). Trans actress 
Laverne Cox appeared on’ 
returnsas trans inmate Sophia Burset when, 
the third season of Orange Is the New Black 
is released on Netflix June 12. The final 
season of Fox's Glee featured a subplot in 
Which Coach Shannon Beiste (played by 
Emmy nominee Dot Marie Jones) had reas- 


Me's coverand 


sigment surgery, a storyline that climased. 


With the appearance of a 2c0-person trans 
choir. The producer of daytime’s The Bold 
‘and the Beautiful surprised actress Karla 
Mosley by telling her that her character 
would be revealed as trans. Netfix’s new 
sci thriller Sense features a trans charac 
(played by trans actress Jamie Clayton) 
asthe focus of one of is eight intertwining 
plotlines. And, of course, reality TV is deep, 
In the me Aside from I Am Cait, Jenner's 


own upcoming E! docuseries about her 
transition, there's ABC Family’s 10-part 
Becoming Us, about an Ilinois high school 
Junior whose father is trans. 

We are, in other words, right on the 
verge of a network meeting in which the 
producer ofa new series says, “What about 
‘trans character?” and the executive 
replies, “Oh, that’s so last year.” Congratu- 
lations, trans Americans—you are now 
pop culture's favor of the month. 

Before we continue, let's agree that i's a 
hideous phrase to apply to any group of 
human beings. As dehumanizing as itis to 
obliterate an often misunderstood minority 
by excluding it from the pop cultural land. 
scape altogether, i's scarcely better to com. 
modify whole set of diverse individuals by 
‘weating them asa cool product for consum: 
rs of mainstream culture who are window: 


(romlet9 Lana Wachowsi 
ot Marie Jones, Jeffrey Tambor, 
and Caitlyn Jenner 


Migs 


shopping forthe next “edgy” thing. Invisible 
yesterday, here today,old-hat tomorrowisa 
tenible formula, And also a familar one. 
But there's reason to hope that TV's sud. 
den interest in trans people isnot just the 
brief flare that portends a quick flameout, 
bura necessary step toward more enduring 
inclusiveness. One thing that pop culture 
hhas always done very well isto get very 
interested in something all at once. And no 
medium does that more effectively than 
television. The delivery system itself is 
about reliability familiarity, and predictabil 
ity. And when the TV hive mind decides to 
invest in something —asitdidin gay charac 
ters 20 years ago—itwill do its best to make 
sure you get invested too. That's what's hap- 
pening right now for, and to, Americans who 
Identify as trans. (Though the number is 
shaky, the current best guess is about 
700,000, roughly the population of Seattle 
or Detroit.) Suddenly we're hearing TV 
viewers cheer (or remark, or gripe) that 
trans characters are “everywhere you look.” 
‘They're not; it would be more accurate to 
say that on TV, as in the real world, trans 
people might be anywhere you look, and at 
the same time to note that fewer than a 
dozen trans people out of the thousands of 
regular and recurring characters on tele- 
Vision isn’t oversaturation but—for the first 
time ever—proportional representation. 
“Trans” means across, beyond, on the 
other side of.Ir'sthe only name fora minor 
ity group I can think of that suggests not 
Just an aflliation but a journey. “Trans” is 
both an identity and, by implication, a 
narrative about making your way from one 
place to another, and that means it lends 
itself to a particular kind of storytelling 
Right now, it's not surprising that TV is, 
more interested in the voyage than the 
destination—as we learn more about trans 
people, we've naturally drawn to stories of 
‘wansitioning, in much the same way that 
coming-out stories took center stage for a 
while soon after gay characters started to 
break through into mass entertainment. 
"These stories are important to tell, and it's 
fascinating to see comedy, drama, news, 
and reality all hit the same marks: The real 
life teenage boy who doesn't want to call his 


A large part of 
why trans 
characters are on 
television is 
specifically to 


promote 
understanding. 


fe 


dad “Mom” and complains that “there are 
too many pronouns” on Becoming Us isn’t 
so far removed from the adult daughter on. 
‘Transparent who asks, “Daddy, what am I 
supposed to call you now?" 


MINORITY REPRESENTATION on TVhasalways 
come in phases, Phase 1 is absence—or 
worse, stereotype. In Phase 2, minorities 
appear briefly, usually to teach majority 
characters if lessons or allow them to dem: 
onstrate tolerance, andthen recede again. In 
Phase 3—where we are now—they finally 
start to get their own stories told. Phase 4— 
the characters stick around just because 
we're interested in them—is on the near 
horizon, Phase 5—we don’t have to write 
stories like this anymore—is farther off 
I’s not a shock that most of the trans 
narratives we'e seeing in 2015 are filtered 
through (oratleast share screen time with) 
the perspective of non-transgender char 
acters. Transparent and Becoming Us are as 
such about the kids as the parents, and as 
refreshing as itis to see trans characters 
woven into the ensembles of Orange Is the 
[New Black and Sense8, there's no escaping 
the fact that a large part of why they're there 
Js specifically to promote understanding — 
they’re vehicle for communicating. That's 
great, and essential, brit shouldn't be con: 


fused with the finish ine—which would be 
«pop cultural world in which trans people 
ae simply par of the fabric and notused as 
devices. fyou doubthowhard that goalisto 
reach on TY, consider that gay people, who 
‘outnumber trans people by roughly 10 t0 1 
inthe national population, are still strug 

pling for tha kind of representation, and 
‘hat abostof ethnic minorities (particularly 
‘Asians and Latinos) continue to fight for 
the day when they can tum on the TV and 
routinely see people who look lke them. 

In that regard, who's behind the camera 
‘may matter at east as much as who's in 
front of it. I's not a coineidence that the 
‘most racially diverse prime-time ineup on 
any network ABC's Thursday-night roster 
of Greys Anatomy, Scandal, and How to Get 
‘Away With Murder—is overseen by a black 
‘woman, or that Will Grace was co-reated 
by a gay man, or that fictional Ellen’s 
coming our was tied to real Ellen's desiteto 
tellher own truth, There's no substitute for 
having someone in the room to whom the 
subject matters—it's a corrective, it's an 
incentive, and it'sa truth detector. 

"The976 icker ofinterestintransissues 
didn’t last because it was, though well- 
intentioned, not strong enough to combat 
an immense set of prevailing prejudices, 
‘Thistime,itmight take rot,nor justbecause 
attitudes have changed, but because the 
curtent approach is less touristic and more 
firsthand. One of the creators of Sense, 
Lana Wachowski, is trans. Transparent’s 
\wrter-drector-creator Jill Soloway has a 
‘wans father. If Sophia seems lke an excep: 
tionally multidimensional trans character, 
that's in part because Laverne Cosis onthe 
scene. AS she has noted, “I's ally impor 
tantthattransfolksarein positions of power 
in terms of creating our stories. I think 
that's vital” Orange isthe New Back creator 
Jenji Kohan has argued that a good writer 
should be able to write any character with 
cwuth and depth, and she's right. Buc it’s an 
important breakthrough that there are now 
a handful of people in positions of paver 
with a deep and personal investment in 
making sure TV getsthisright. Four decades 
ago, we got off to a false star. Now, better 
date than never, we'¥e off toa good ane. 
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Bly Eiehner, Jonathan Gott 
‘and Ane Rannals 
hotographed on June 4 
20s, a Sid Golds Request 
Room in New York ity 


wi iil fe 2 ieee 


RITY Cl 


by Tim Stack 


Photographs by Jeremp 


DID YOU HEAR THE ONE ABOUT THREE GAY 
guys who walked into a piano bar? On a 
recent June night in New York City, we 
tagged along with a trio of Hollywood's 
most out-and-proud stars, Billy on 1 

Street and Difficult People's Billy Eiehner, 36, 
Looking’s Jonathan Groff, 30, and Girls 
Andrew Rannells, 36. Over a few boozy 
id Gold's Request Room, the 
real-life friends shared their coming-out 


rounds at 


stories, what they really think of closeted 


actors in Hollywood, and—naturally— 
Which Golden Gil they identify with, 


EW You've all been friends for years. Is, 
there really such athing as the gay mafia in 
Hollywood? 

BILLY EICHNER No, but we all kind of know 
each other hecause there aren't that many of 
us. It’s a unique experience, you kind of 
cling to each other. I mean, it makes sense, 


And you see each 
other at the same events, 

BILLY H'you do three Trevor Projects, you've 
met everyone. [Laughs] 

EW I used to decoupage in my parents’ 
garage and they didn’t know I was gay. Do 
you have moments like that looking back? 
BILLY When I came out to my parents, I 
knew that they knew. My father was like, 
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“Are you sure?” [literally said, “You took 
me to see Barbra Streisand at Madison 
Square Garden.” I grew up in New York. 
We saw everything. I saw Love! Valour! 
(Compassion! with my parents in high school 
With, lke, eight naked gay men on stageand, 
twas, lke, Fine. I was very lucky 


Same thing. My parents knew. I 
used to dance in front of the TV during 
Solid Gold 

BILLY I loved Solid Gold! 

T wanted to fully be a Solid Gold 
dancer, I would be drenched with sweat, 
dancing my ass off. My father actually refer 
enced that when I came out to him, 
Noway! 
was lke, “Looking back, 
T guess [I knew] when you were dancing as 
fast as you could. 


Iwas Mary Poppins for Hallow. 
een when I was 3, with lipstick and a carpet 
bag. And I was Dorothy in The Wizard of O= 
ina production in my dad's bar, 


ILLY Like in classic Shakespearean times! 
‘Men played all the women’s roles, [Laughs] 
ew What 


ge did you each come out? 


T was 23. It wasn’t the greatest 
‘news on the planet when I came out to mny 
parents. They were confused. They're from. 
Pennsyivania, and even though it was 2008 
and there were so many more references 
in pop culture], my dad was still like, 
“What's Will & Grace?” 

Twas18. Just graduated from high 
school, I was about to move ta New York, 
and figured I should just get it done before 
T moved. [My parents] weren’t [casual] 


enough to be flippant about it, bu if there 


was any confusion or hesitation, it was 
pretty short-lived. 

iLLY Ieame out to my parents when I was 
‘junior in college. And it was pretty fine. 
They were more concerned with why I 
wasn't dating anyone, But now I'm 36 and 1 
still don’t date anyone. 
EW Who was your first crush 


SILLY Ihave a vivid memory of loving Keith. 
Hernandea, the first baseman for the 'S6 
Mets. I grew up in Queens, so when the 
‘Mets won the World Series that year, it was 
‘big deal I still lke guys that look like he 
did at that moment, I was a kind of daddy 
situation. He had astache. [Laughs] 
ANDREW Maxwell Caulfield. Ar, like, 4years 
old, Twas like, “What's happening?” And 1 
thought, “That's it” 
JONATHAN Zack Morris from Saved ly 
the Bell 
[BILLY He would be shirtless sometimes. 
ANDREW Mario Loper.too. 

NATHAN Zack was so charming. And he's 
aged so well 
EW How do you dateas celebrities? Can you 
use sites like OKCupid or Tinder? 
WT don't hate dating people, but 
Tm noton social media or anything. Dating 
can be painful, can be great, can be confus- 
Ing, can be weird, but I don't do it online 
because I'm not really an online person. 


icine, Groff, 
‘and Rannels 


iLLY I'm on Tinder, Grinds, Scruff. I don’t 
giveaf—! 

EW Dees it bother you that there are some 
actors in Hollywood who aren’ out? 

iLL It's only a problem if they create a 
problem. Everybody has to do their own 
thing and come out on their own time, 
ANDREW I think if someone's a private 
person, and they don’t talk about who 
they're dating, Pm fine with that. But there 
are some actors who are like, “I don't talk 
about my private life” and then you see 
them in Architectural Digest and it's like, 
“Here's a tour of my hom 

Han It doesn [bother me}. I guess 
because I was closeted and if I had been 


dragged out ofthe closet, or someone had 
forced me to come out, it would have been 
really painful. On the other side, i feels so 
much better In Spring Awakening, 1 wasn’t 
‘out until the show was over. I came out a 


‘month after it ended. But when we were in 
rehearsal, that show was about sex, and I 
‘would [use] so much energy dodging ques: 
‘dons [about it]. never lied, but Iwas always 
figuring out ways toget around it. Everyone 
comes out at their own time and has their 
‘own process. Its so much better to be out, 
obviously. But I can't judge the people who 
are in the closet hecause I was in the closet 
seven years ago, 
EW Does being out affect the ro 
offered? Did it change things in terms of 
people's view of you? 
ANDREW P'm sure it has in some way’ 
BILLY But how would I know? They 
gonna tll you, so you really don't know. 
NATHAN When I decided to come out, 
thought, “T'm gonna have to put away the 
idea of doing a Nicholas Sparks movie 


someday.” But in retrospect, Looking has 
been the most amazing experience Ive ever 
hhad creatively, and that wouldn't have 
happened if I wasn't out. Sot probably has 
affected my lifeand my eareer—butin ways. 
that I feel good about 

EW When straight actors land gay roles, do 
you get annoyed? 

[ANDREW The only thing that gets annoying 
Js when people say, “He's so brave that he's 
doing this.” The brave thing gets a big eye 
roll, Ierealy isnt brave! 

EW What do you think of Americans’ att 
tudes toward gay characters now? 

BILLY As a society we've moved past gay 
shows. If you talk to young gay people, 
younger than us, they don’t want to wateha 


show about seven gay guys who don’t inte 

grate with the world, They don’t go to gay 

bars. They actually make fun of gay bars! 

EW Most important question of the night: 

Which Golden Girl are you? 

ANDREW Dorothy. 

BILLY I'm definitely a Dorothy. Though 

sometimes feel likea Stan Zhomak. And Pm, 

so glad chis question hasnt stereotyped us. 
NATHAN I feel like I gravitate most to 

Betty White 

BILLY Say no more. [To Andrew] You havea 

bitof Blanche in you, too, think. 


ANDREW Oh, realy? Abit of Blanche rising 
SILLY Dorothy with a Blanche rising. Gayest 
thing that’s ever been said anywhere! m 
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IN THE PAST as 
FILM AND ON TELEV ME WE LOVED, SOME WE LOATH 

MOST WE COULDN'T QUIT WATCHING, HERE 
|ARACTERS WHO HAD THE BIGGEST IMPA¢ 


2, AND 


ON THE NATIONAL 


THERE HAVE BEEN HUNDREDS OF LGBT ROLES IN 


WE CELEBRATE THOSE 


CONVERSATION AROUND SEXUALITY AND GENDER.* 


Will Truman. trie Mecormack 

Willa Grace 

Would America welcome a gay male lead character into their homes each week? Will 
Truman gave the universe a decided “‘yes” to that question. This groundbreaking sitcom 
didn’t just make straight viewers wish they had someone like Will in their lives, It made 
them recognize that they probably already did. 
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Christopher Plummer deservedly won an Oscar for his portrayal 
of Hal, a closeted man who announces his true sexuality to the 
world after his wife dies, He embraces his new life and love with 
such gusto he puts any non-senior c 
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Jlanne Moore 
‘and Elen Page 


Movies 


FROM EDDI 


REDMAYNE 


jometimes it takes, 


INTHE FloHT FoR EQUALITY, 
the mast heartbreaking stories to mov 


needle, Such was the case for Laurel Hester, an 
unassuming police detective whose bravery 
sparked a crucial turning point for domestic: 
partner rights in her home state of New Jersey. 


In 2005 Hester was diagnosed with incurable 
Jung cancer and fought to have her pension ben- 
efits left to her domestic parmer, Stacie Andree. 


Same-sex marriage wasn't yet law in the state, 
and her request was denied by a five-man board 
of county representatives known (ironically) as 
frecholders. But the couple spent Hester's last 
‘weeks battling for an appeal, which they won 
just before her death in 2006, 

‘Their extraordinary story isthe focus of the 
October movie Freeheld, starring Ellen Page 
Stacie) and Julianne Moore (Laurel). Based on. 


the transcendently moving Oscar-winning 2007 
documentary short of the same title, it also 
boasts supporting turns from Steve Carell, 
Michael Shannon, and Josh Charles 


MOVIES 


CATE'S DARING CAROL 


her most complex: 


CateBlanchettscoredrave tor Todd Haynes wasinspired 
Cannes eviews forher byhersuspensenovels, 
portrayalofa1950shou which explored themes of 
Wwifeengagedinanatfairwith identity andsociety,“Mostof 
‘chop! (Rooney Mara) in 

Caral(outDecember) based 

‘onthe Patricia Highsmith 

bbook The riceofSalt Direc- (Reported by JD Heyman) 


“I remember seeing the trailer for the docu. 
‘mentary and I was instantly brought to tears,” 
says Page, who's also a producer. “Tremendous 
love stories between women have been made, of 
course. Some of them are my favorite movies, But 
have a love story that brings up the civil 


{ssue,in elation to women—that we haven't seen, 
enough in the forefront.” 

Page, 28, also acknowledges the happy coinci 
dence that the project went into production, 
‘months after she came out in 2014. “It got to the 
point where it didn’t matter what I was doing in 

she says, 


ay life, here was always this cloud, 


“And to be shooting the movie so soon ater com: 


ing out was some of the most jay I've ever felt on 
film set, which isa tricky thing to say because 


we're telling a story thar’s incredibly tragic, But 
the feeling of being out and playing someone 
who's gay, and someone whose courage has 
allowed me to live my life, that feels amazing 
People like Laurel and Stacie are the reason I feel 


so happy in my life now.” —Joe McGovern 


The 
TOTALLY 
Note 
STRAIGHT 
ISSUE 


MOVIES 


Best Actor, Transformed 
° the life of one of the 
f people in 1 


EDDIE REDMAYNE just won an Oscar | King’s 
for portraying wheelchair-bound 
physicist Stephen Hawking in The 
Theory of Everything, and the 33-year- | (Alicia Vikander) and Einar W. 
old British actor could be in the | (Redmayne), the latter of whom 
awards conversation again this year _ starts living as a woman named Lill 
for another role involving physical | Elbe. “They were artistsin Copenha- 
‘wansformation—albeit ofa very dif: gen in the 1920s, and Einar became 
ferent kind—in The Danish Girl. one of the first people to transition,” 
Adapted from David Ebershoff's | Redmayne tells EW. “Ie’s an extra 
2000 novel, based on real events, | dinary story of identity and love.” 
and directed by Tom Hooper (The | —Clark Collis 


),the film (out Nov. 27) 


BOOKS 
COOL NEW READS IN QUEER LIT 


Two wildly different new novel 
thiling 


mn'tjust gay-themed-they’re examples of 
Teabells Biedenharn 


Cia Yuknatt 
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Music 


Adam Lambert: 
Back With 

A Brave 

New Sound 


HE WAS AN American Idol fave,toured the 
world with Queen, and has been a 
‘passionate advocate for gay rights, But 
ith his third studio album, The Original 
High (out June 16), Lambert, 33 says 

he is more comfortable in his own skin 
than ever. —Mare Snetiker 


You once said you felt ikea “post-gay 
‘man working ina pre-gay industry.” 
Do youstill feel that way? 
What's beautiful is those two exte 
are starting to meet mara in the midsle now 
People are mare accepting, and, mere 
importantly, the industry s Look at Sam 
‘Smith, who's hada brillant last two years. 
Your new album has a more laid-back 
fool. What brought about the sonic shift? 
[think its simply areflaction of where fm at 
Falite older Idan feet the need t say 
Look ata the things ny voice can do” [But 
ncfurther i 


' 
Fve ever gone. ve grown up, but that doesrit 
‘mean Ive stapped going cut 

Whatdid you learn during your time 
touring with Queen? 

Freddie Mercury isa rock god dict wa 
Toget up there and try tacompete tall Once 
| struck that balance of paying my resp 
and making t my own | was excited, won a 
lotof neaple over i felt ike a viet 

‘Any chance you'll record with them? 
[dont see that happening, tobe honest 
‘What would we record together? Not ther 
hits! That be sactlege But | was excited tc 
snag [gutarist] Bran [May] for my album 
How didit feel coming outafter 
American idol? 

was really happy witht thata[oay) artist, 
‘can be mainstream ard have a No.1 

album, Now mat a point where want 19 
focusjust on the music. Thats not to say 
lim going inthe closet or anything. But the 
reason | gat into this business in the first 
place was to sng for people 
Whatdoes idol meanto younow? 
Itputme on the map! The show inspired 
people and tald ther, "Hey, you can be 
Susie-lo Homemaker fram Ohio and 
become a pop star!" What a beautful teat 


2a 


(Clocewse rom tp lft) Log docs Gen Sent, Out inthe Night and Versalles 73 


wv 


Does Shine Light on Heroes 
And Rebels An round the World 


lesbian 


stories of pioneers, explores, and rabble-rousers 


Loco Goes 
GLOBAL 

may be bestknown 
olorfuldrag aces 
(no shade, RuPaull, 
butstarting this month, 
thenetwarkis branching 
outwith aseries ofnew 
documentaries, "This 
allows ustotapintoa 
whole diferent st of the 
Chris McCarthy, Logo's 
"We'etelling stories that 
aren'troally told” And 
those stories come 
from around the world 
One film, Gen Silent, 
looks atsix senior citizens 
inBosten grappling 
with genderidentity 
another, Outand Around, 
followsalesbiancouple 
researching what 
equality meansin Asia, 
‘fries, andSouth 
America. “LGBT people 
have been leading the 
cultural charge behind 
thescenes,"says Pamala 
Post, Logo’sheadof 
original programming, 
"These stories are away 
forustoputthem front 
and eenter.”—Shirley Li 


KRAMERVS. 
EVERYONE 

Larry Krameristhe 
Celebrated author of The 
Normal Heart and one of 
the gay rights move- 
ment’ loudest voice 
Heisalsoa famously 
confrontational grouch 
who'snever sufered 
foolsor seemed satistied 
with the status quo 
wich has made hima 
heroand a pariahin his 
‘own community. Anew 
HBO doc (Larry Kramer 
intove Anger, iring 
June28)presentstheman, 
‘ow 79, inal his irascible 
Slory. —Joe MeGavern 


Mada ali Larry Kramer at 


an AIDS potest outid the 
Reagan White House in 1987 


‘SAVAGE TRUE 
‘STORIES 

Inthe ever-expanding 
world of VOD, the 
SundanceNaw Doe Club 
isatthe forefront 
ofsmart, compeling 
ounterprogramming 
Thiemonth thes 
(docclub.com) honors 
ny pride witha series 
Curated by sex-advice 
Columnistand tGets 
Better Projectfounder 
Dan Savage, who's picked 
sixofhis favorite docu: 
mentaries from their vast 
collection. Among his 
choices: David France’: 


2012 Oscarnominee 
about AIDS, Howto 
Survive aPlague, and 


Joyce Chopra's Gramercy 
Stories. Saparately,on 
July 24, thesite wil 
premier A Gay Girlin 
Damascus: The Amina 
Profile The film chron: 
cles the Syrian- American 
lesbianblegger who 
began ancnlineromance 
witha Canadian woman, 
Butina stranger-than- 
fiction twist, nothing 
about the story is 
eems.—Joe MeG 


Jurassic World 


starRING Chris Pratt, Bryce Dallas Howard, 
Vincent D'Onofrio, BD Wong 

pirecteD By Colin Trevorrow 

PG-13,2HRS, 4 MINS. 


HEN STEVEN SPIELBERG first unleashed 
Jurassic Park on audiences back in 1998, he 
created such a perfectly engineered pop- 
corn movie that he unwittingly painted 
himself into a corner. How could he possi- 

bly be expeeted to come up with a sequel that was both bigger 

and better than the original? With 1997's The Lost World, his 
solution was to give us not one, but évo'T: rexes, Bigger? Yes, 

Better? Not so much. Perhaps wary of pursuing the same 

fool's errand a seeond time, Spielberg passed the reins to 

director Joe Johnston for 2001's Jurassic Park IH, a sequel 
that could never quite figure out why it existed other than to 
drop a khaki-clad Sam Neill into a giant birdeage full of 


shrieking pteranodons and pray for 
the best. Again, the disappointment 
was palpable, It's now been 14 years 
since the last movie—plenty of time 
for us to shake off those lackluster 
follow-ups and for Spielberg and his 
bain trust to spitball anew rationale 
for revisiting their tropieal paradise 
sgone-amok. And while the new Jurassic 
World pales next to the awe-inspiring 
spectacle ofthe original, its easily the 
franchise's mostthrling sequel yet. 
It's been more than two decades 
since Richard Attenborough's John 
Hammond spared no expense in his 
quixotic attempt to outsmart Mother 
Nature, Now his parks a fully opera 
tional, family-friendly destination 
‘where litle kids ride on the backs of 
docile triceratops while their parents 
queue up at the nearby Starbucks. 
Hammond's dream has become reality. 
‘The only problem is the fanny-pack 
‘wearing publi has grown bored. Soin 
order to goose attendance, the opera 
tors of Jurassie World have gone back 
tothelab togenetically designa newer, 
scarier attraction. Meet the Indominus 
rox—astandard-issue'T: rex amped up 
With Useeret herbsand spicestocreate 
history's deadliest king machine 
Just as this new super-beastic 
about to golive, a pair of brothers (Ty 
Simpkins and Nick Robinson) arrive to 
spend some quality time with their aunt 
(Bryce Dallas Howard), the park's no- 
nonsense operations manager: With 
hor severe bob, towering heels, and 
ever present cell phone, we know right 
away that whatever chaos is about to 
unfold willtum her into better, more 
nurturing person (ugh). Playing off 
hr, opposites-attraet-style, is Chris 
Pratt's game warden, who with his 
macho safari shirt, sarcasm, and 
animal lover's compassion telegraphs 
that he's oth the movie's savior andits 
conscience (double ugh). 
Asyou've probably guessed, Jurassic 
World doesn't have much interest 
in giving these characters third—or 
even second—dimensions. (Vincent 
D'Onofrio starts off and winds up as 
such a cartoon of gung ho military 
Villainy he might as well be played by 


R. Loe Ermey, Still, director Colin 
‘Trovorrow (ina rush to the hig leagues 
after the modest Safety Not Guaranteed) 
doesn’t seem bothered by any of this. 
Like the theme park's mad scientists 
trying to revup the seare factor oftheir 
attractions, he knowsexaetly howto get 
butts into the multiplex: by throwing as 
‘many CGI dinosaurs gone wild anto the 
serven ashe possibly can in 124 minutes, 

It's distraction game. But it works. 

‘Normally Td grouse about that kind of 
bread-and-eireuses eynicism. But it's 
‘what makes Jurassic World uch breath. 

less summer entertainment. Exposition 
‘and character-building chitehat are 
kept at a minimum as we gawk at rap- 
tors on the prowl, prehistoric sea 
‘monsters breaching out oftheir water 
pens to feed on a great white, and our 

‘old pal Trex slugging it out with the 
‘new-and-improved L.rex. 

Alllofthisis abit ironie considering 
‘that 40 years ago, it was Spielberg who 
single-handedly reinvented the old 
school monster movie in Jaws by 
showing us aslittle of hs killer shark as 
he could get away with. Back then, he 
didn’t have much choice because his 
‘mechanical great white wassueh adud 
‘that he was forced to keep it hidden 
(those who didn't know better called 
this Hitchcockian). These dayswe don't 
hhave much patience for those kinds of 
coy cat-and-mouse games, We want to 
‘see our dinosau's rampaging fast and 
furious aver and over. In that sense, 
Jurassie World is a blockbuster ofits 
‘moment. I’snot deep. Therearen't new 
lessons to be learned. And the film's 
flesh-and-blood actors are basically 
slamorized extras, But wheniteomesto 
serving up a smorgasbord of bloody 
dino mayhem, it accomplishes exactly 


stattaconl toby Be 
Se 
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THE DINO POWERLIST 


Werank Jurassic World coolest 
‘Species. ~STEDHANLEE. 


‘MOSASAURUS 

"Thi aquatic monsters Splash Zone 
{sthe sz of SeaWorld. Eat your tiny haart 
ut, Shamu. 


‘TYRANNOSAURUS REX 
[Twentytwo years after her debut 
(Betured) sho stl the eal OG, 


RAPTORS. 

nthe fist movie, we were impressed 
that these inteligent birdie huntars 
could open doors. Now we wouldn't be 
surprised if they pulled a Planet ofthe 
‘Apes and stated speaking English, 


PTERANODONS 
Never lat these dive-bombing fliers 
Carty you toa second location. 


INDOMINOUS REX 

This unholy chimera of. rex, cuttle- 
(85h, and.a hast of other unsavary eitars 
‘comes with slmast too many tricks, 
Including eamaullage. We lke a dinosaur 
witha ite vulnerability. The rex ies 
hheatseeking death robot. 


4MORE 
PRECOCIOUS 
MOVIE TEENS 
‘Thesekids aren't 
Justallright—they're 


Meand 
Earl 
And the 


Pease Sieererhonion 
Dying Girl “tetineeeu 
satan Thomas Mann, 

re 

rea ne Briton 

DIRECTED BY Alfonso 

Gamer gon 

SOA MAAN: afi Thomas Mi 

paonesteeary pears 


Ellon Page isa tiny 
Yeda in 3 portal, wry 


BEANSTALICTALL | pun-druiktitles~ psyched either; entirely surprising nd worle-woary (it 
andseeminglybone- | ASookworkOrange, | she'sninterestedin | thatitspretermatue nota wise n the 
less, Grog Gaines Death in Tennis— pityandinitiallyas | rallye, Pussy ‘ways f bith contr. 
(ProjectXsThomas | andpocketlintpro- | wary asheis. But Riot-referencing 
‘Mann)isthat guy ‘duction values, theyboth noedto kids and kooky 
‘who skimsacross "The teenage: connect morethan | adults including 
the surface of high ‘Trulfautactiswork | theyneedto stay Molly Shannon, Nick 
school friendly with | ing outfairlywellfor | cool, anda friend. Offerman, and The : 
everyonebutelose | himuntilthedayhis | ship blooms. Walking Dead Jon i 
tonoone.Instendhe | mother (Connie The movie, Bornthal) can fee! i 
spends endless Britton, lovely but adapted by Jesse lesstikerealpeople and Maude : 
hhours with his underused) pushes | Andrews fromhis than like a canny shanebed boy 
equally solitary himtoreachouttoa | ownavinrd-winning | witer'saudience- Coe) to do? Besides 
“co-worker” Barl cancer-stricken ‘YA novel, took home courting inventions. fui et eA a 
(RJ Cyler)reimag- | classmatehehardly | aGrandJuryPrize | Andrews’ brandof 
ining arthouse knows. Rachol at Sundanceearlier | adorkabilityisan 
cinemaclassieswith | (Olivia Cooke)isn't | thisyearSoit'snot | aequiredtaste, and 

aahurdle that view- 


erswith alow toler- 
ance for twee—yout 
either have the 


CRITICAL MASS 


luo gene or inthe Pout / 
fun gene oF you Herel arees i 
Ferret es cre ENS ge a r dlon't—probably Gur Stars H 
SSrenoaped on MR Hats ates ean: roars tassel 


by this aderable-teens 
Bubeomnophare With-cancer story. 


alongtheway Zar! That oxygen tube 
eases up on the ‘pumps pure emotion 
suburban-Wes 

‘Anderson whimsy 

and startstofind 

itsheart, infusing 


penser of wisdom ike 
Inother words, it Erpehshat alts 


grows up. B+ Wetthink we deserve” 


thestorysale 
conscious clover- 

oe nessanditiekeshot Charlie in The 

= set pieces with Parks of Being a 

oo Wallflower 

=! somethingsweeter, Het shy aukward 
| sadideyandevena highschool teat 
i Titlebitprofmund, buts sage 


se 


S22) The Wolfpack 
a DIRECTED BY Crystal Moselle 


RAR, 24MINs. 
By Chris Nashawaty 


(ODDBALL FAMILIES have always 
been catnip for documentary 
filmmakers —the most famous 
example, of course, being “Big 
Eadie” and “Little Edie” Beale, 

‘the bickering and delusionally 
eecentrie mother and daughter 
immortalized in the Maysles’ 
rubbernecking 1975 classic, 

Grey Gardens. Now, 40 years later, 
rystal Moselle has stumbled 


Making The Wolfpack ees 


Sometimes the best documentaries aren't the ones ripped from the headlines, fe eee Le pene 
but the small-scale stories about people you'd never normally meet, Here's sel dete, Te epee Te 
how one filmmaker’s curiosity about a very unusual family led toa fascinating subjects here are the six Angulo 
journey thatlasted nearly five years. -KEVIN P, SULLIVAN rothers, closeted clan ofr 
u haired homeschooled teens living 
ike Skinner-box shut-ins on Man- 
LOCKED AWAY INAN APARTMENT opening up about their often harrowing Iettscs Lops Hoek il Morpe 
in downtown New York City was story childhood, “lt stated outa a friendship Sek oa nen 
waiting to be told. The six Angulo and teaching us alittle bit about the Seri buthate ae 
brothers—Bhagavan, Govinda, Narayana, cameras, teaching us about shooting,” father from venturing outside 
‘Mukunda, Krsna, and Jagadisa—were kept ‘Mukunda says. “And she would interview ‘more than a couple of times a 
inside thei whole ves by a father who us 2s wel if we ware comfortable _year—his goal sooms to have been 
feared that outside influences would with it. Wed say, "Sure, why not?"h's ees tieten een ie 
corrupt his sons. But nan roc twit, shocking thatthe boys' father, Oscar, bebe ea eg cea 
boys isolated adolescence what led ‘who frequently comes across as tyrant on einen ara 
them to the public spotight at the ‘would even allow Moselle to enter the world of their own imaginations, 
Sundance Fim Festival, where the docu home. I think their dad saw opportu: binge-watehing movies ike Reser- 
mentary about their unusual upbringing, | ties for his children by meeting me” oir Dogs and The Dark Knight and 
The Wack, won the Grand Jury Pie. she says Everybody was lik, He needs faithfully reenacting them with 
‘The project began in 2010 with a tobe more of vila’ when we were in st daria bea 
chance encounter between first-time the editing process. But that's not Props 
director Crystal Moselle and the boys. what the situation is.... It's not just black For the most part they appear to 
“twas walking down First Avenue in New | and white” Moselle followed the Angulos beremarkably sane and well 
York City and! saw this kid run past forfour and haf years—the making adjusted, considering their ir- 
me? Morelia sae. "He had long hai, and | ofthe fimand the boys’ coming-of-age cesiance weape inaae 
something about him caught my eye ate inextricably linked. "That was atime Scere eae ra 
Then another one ran past me, and when we just broke out,” says Govinda, zt FARE 9 
another. | just instinctively ran after 22, now a camera operator. "I think we dom and independence slowly 
them” Atthe time the brathers had were growing, and Crystal was evolving builds to physical and paycho- 
been venturing outside for only a a8, filmmaker. We bath kind of needed logical emancipation that Moselle 
‘week, emboldened after Mukunda, 2, each other” oes Gite llega onan 
had escaped the apartment wearing a au ecuteserstpmas 
Michael Myers mask months earlier. silat — ae ae 
Reluctant to speak at first, the Angulos > stranger-than-fietion story an 
returned Mosel interest once they tollnit with sensitivity, intimacy, 
learned she was a fimmaker Growing and compassion. Inthe end 
Up, the brathers had absessively poet bereine bece citer 
sain and renactnc moderaas ie to frally find accom oonaa of 
Knowing litle about their home it, peaceinthe great wide world 
Moselle fist sought to chronicle theif | The bathers in costume or thei homemade beyond the prison oftheir 
remakes, buts00n the Angulos begen Aeron of Reser Dope cramped apartment. A= 
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Reviews Movies. 


Live From 
New York! 

NR, LHR, 22 MINS. 

At first you can'thelp 
but be impressed by 
the Ast quests and 
Saturday Night Live 
cast members (induc: 
ing produces Lorne 
Michaels) who pop up 
Indirect Bao Nouyenis 
documentary about the 
long-running sketch 
comedy show. But 
soonitbecomes dear 
why they ve shown 

up: They‘ taking part 
Ina tribute thats only 
slightly ess set 
congratulatory than 
SNL own 40th-anni 
versary special Aside 
from audition footage 
ofthe orginal cast and 
a few glimpses inside 
the writes’ room, 

there isnt much here 
thatfansofa show 
that began as a voice 


EY = Linitedoease = Munes 


©) Also Playing 


ofthe counterculture 
and became a mild cog 
in theestablshment 
vl ind revelatory. 
Even the biggest 
knocks against SNL 
(thatit was aboys! 
cub, and a white one 
atthat are dismissed 
as aldnews As info- 
‘mercials ga, the docis 
funnier than a Sham- 
‘Wow spot, but it stil 
‘aninforercal Youre 
better of reading 

Tom Shales and James, 
‘Andrew Miller’ book 
ofthe same tite B= 
Chris Nashawaty Wt 


Madame Bovary 
LHR, 58 MIN, 

‘This umpteenth adap- 
tation of Flaubert’ 
dassicnovelatleast 
chooses its Emma 
wisely: Australian 
actress Mia Wasi 
kowska Jane Eyre), 


with her skim-mil skin 
and watchful intel 
‘gence deftly captures 
the desperation ofa 
young woman suffo- 
‘ating inthe stale ar of. 
aprovindal town anda 
passlonless marlage. 
Stl Bovary has never 
been the most sympa 
theticheroine—greedy, 
Impulsive, and vain, 
she’ essentially a 
Kardashian ina corset— 
and the version here 
feelsboth tonally mish- 
mashed (characters! 
accents for one ver 
wildly from Versailles 


Live From New York! 


to Van Nuys) and too 
truncated to quite 

Justify its retreading 
Leah Greenblatt i 


Set Fire to 
the Stars 

NR, HR, 33 MINS, 
Welsh poet Dylan 
Thomas, whose mag- 
rificent “Do Nat Go 
Gentle Into That Good 
Night” meteored him 
tooreatness before his 
death at age39, had 
the soul of John Donne 
and the appetite of 
Chris Farley. This 
biopic, directed by 


‘Andy Goddard (Down 
ton Abbey), focuses on 
Thomas fist visit to 
America In 1950, after 
he was enticed into a 
speaking tour by Har 
vard academic John 
Malcolm Brinn (Ejah 
Wood), Shot in melan- 
coly black and white 
the lm wallows too 
‘much nits subjects 
‘lumness, but it comes 
alive whenever TV 
actor and co-titer 
Celyn Jones, whose 
only previous film 
credits 20055 Lassie, 
plays Thomas as big 
saggy dog When the 
embalmed higher-ups 
at Yale fleein disgust 
after he wishes they 
Were hermaphrodites— 
sothat they could 
alforricate wth 
themselves—the poet 
practically drools. B= 
doe McGovern BS 


Eli Roth 
Presents The 
Stranger 

LHR, 33 MINS. 
[mpot sure baw much 
currency the abel“ 
Roth Presents." actu 
aly caries. Eventhe 
harror dectrs mast 
loyal disciples may fee 
cheated by this pulse 
Jess thrilr about a 
dhifter(Gistobal Tapia 
‘Montt) who arives ina 
small Canadan town 
ooking for his wife and 
tums the placeinto an 
orgy of bloodshed. 
Thecharacters are 
uninteresting, the mood 
{dw and the big 
supernatural twist 
barely ats a shrug 
No thanks. C= —Chris 
Nashawaty 2 We 


ORIGINAL ANIMATED SERIES 


COMING SOON 


LAUGH OUT LOUDER CWSEED.COM 
& CW SEED APP 


Television 


Orange 
Is the 
New Black 


13 Episodes Streaming 
NETFLIX 
By Jeff Jensen 


52 EW.COM June 19 


OTHER'S DAY IS a riot for the locked-up ladies of 
Litchficld penitentiary I’scolebrated witha carni- 
valfor the prisoners and their families, with games 
for the children and a tumult of emotions for al, 
This extraordinary passage in the season $ pre- 

mire of Orange Is the New Black tracks the reactions ofits vast, 

diverse world of characters, creating a tapestry of vignettes, 
each a gritty, nutty gem. For religious Ponnsatucky (Taryn 

‘Manning), Mother's Day means grieving past choie 

gender Sophia (Laverne Cox) and her adolescent son, Mother's 

Day is..complieated. A pifiata bash for the kids turns ugly 

‘when there's nothing inside, Cries supersineere Soso (Kimiko 

Glenn): “Oh my God, thisis such a metaphor for their lives!” 


trans: 


It's also a metaphor for a season in which so many char 
acters are forced to confront hard truths about their busted, 


BURNING QUESTIONS 
HowtoHosta 
Prison Roast 


esthe most dangerousgig ofhis career: Roastmaster General 
JeffRoss gives a hard time tothe inmates doing hard time ata 
‘Texas prison, Here, he explains how he braced for his unusual 
Comedy Central stand-up special JeffRoss Roasts Criminals 
Live at Brazos County Jail (June 13, 11 p.m.), DAN SNIERSON 


hollow selves and flawed strategies for full: Obviousfirstquestion: Why? _youenascaleof1t0107 
ment. For Nicky (Natasha Lyonne), that comes ‘roasted Bieber. roasted Sheen. Ten. | was terrified... f somebody 
inthe frmofkarnie comeuppance for yearsof thought. "Whatsthenextlevelet comes on stage tobe roasted 
eet sh criminal could gosafter? Anand they dont ike what say or 
Using and abusing people. For Poussey Samira catermiall’ ve alvaysbeon _theother guy laughing at them, 
Wiley), itsrecognizingadependenceonalcobol, fascinated by eximinals Who are thereis nothing to stp them 
a revelation that comes via a story involving they? Why they keep coming__fom popping mein the face. 
prisonhooch Andasquiel Ittakesapleupot -—-Backtojalinlatge numbers? can watch the footage and see 
vlgnont ize elegy beatae Gi taba Dothayhaveasenseofhumor? that stuttering and shaking 
and many athers—to assert themselves. There's \sapidlaeclandspanestisnintdiwe, tuleelrenh pees treet 
" fie — * Prison agreed tolet youdo this? | watched Mo'Nique’s (2007) 
no big bad to embody big ideas, no intensifying When fstptched kt Comedy —_specialin a womens he 
turfwar conflict telegraphing the season's Carta they ai, Other did something coo more ofa 
endgameat least not until episode 4, when _—_comedianshave tried hi before, motvational talc There's 
mounting intrigue over budget cuts leads to a ‘There is so much red tape” All ‘Sauipe comedians tenant 
scpencei Sp av adpatead last summer allt al} wrote wouldnt know have done ime, 
fame changs supercharges gars There mustvebeen andl asked ther for adie, 
the narrative. 150 rejections... We got a little talked toa bunch of ex-cons. But 
Asalways,mawestruckanddtighted bythe discouraged, bt Kept thinking, my research was more academic. 
imagination Jenji Kohan and her writers have “lonly need one to say yes” Out | wanted to learn more about 
fortheir enterprise, The flashbacks, The come of esperation, we token ad out _incateeration We ey wee a free 


Inajallrs' trade magazine—the country, but we have more 


plex social vision. The inspired, ribald language. Variety for law enforcement. We people locked up than any other 


‘The surprising ways the characters reveal got acall back rom [jalladmins- place on earth... Its the largest 
themselves in response to triggering events like trator] Wayne Dicky.... His main growing demographic | could 
a plague of bedbugs or an aptitude test. Not Fequirementwasthat we would perform for. There are so many 
everything works as well as youd like. Some- ay for extra security, because people going toll want them 
He ieee castle pape hal too acer {oget200 peopleintocne room on my ide. rm really big with 
isa challenging exercise forthe men 18 to.49 doing 18049, 
avbitrary—a rant by Carnie (Lea DeLaria) about IS eT seed @ neva anl woes herve ons eases 
Fey. Wades impact on crime rates, for example Notice sothat he could use that ueket list? 
‘And the season's most anticipated story line, ean ncentvefor good behavior, _Imrealy strongly thinking 
Piper's (Taylor Schilling) reunion with femme- Eventhough uspentsome _aboutroasng the poche 
4 : 1 getting toknow w do you da something even 
fatale lover Alex (Laura Prepon), is a mixed [ese einer petra 


bag, It allows Orange to let rip with Piper’ 
chaotie embrace of leshian identity, but their 
chemistry—initially expressed through hate 
sex—and the resolution of key issues between 
them is contrived. Their relationship, and Piper 
in genoral, show signs of becoming more inter- 
esting in episode 6, when a new job brings her 
into contact with an alluring new inmate, played 
by Ruby Rose. Still for every bit that clunks, a 
dozen others sing. Season 8 of Orange might be 
a slow peel with some sour bites, but its aver- 
\Whelming richness reaffirms its standing as one 
of television’ ripest, zestiest shows. A~ 


Reviews Television 


Jonathan Strange 
& Mr Norrell 


Debuts June 13, 10 p.m. 
BBC AMERICA 
By Jeff Jensen 


JONATHAN STRANGE & Mr Norrell, the 
2004 fantasy opus by Susanna Clarke, is 
a sprawling saga about 19th-century 
frenomy magicians who revive the art 
of “practieal magic” after years ofits 
boing merely an academic pursuit.'They 
help win the Napoleonic Wars, they 
bargain and battle with sinister faeries 
conspiring against the crown, they try 
to protect Blighty from the legendary 
Raven King, and more—it's a long book. 
It's also a book wherein storytelling 
holps make the meaning: Clarke's pas. 
tiche of period styles accentuates her 
commentary on English identity, and 
hundreds of footnotes chronicle the 
history of magie. It's the novel Hogwarts. 
lit nerds read during their postmodern 
Pynchon phase. 

‘This adaptation doesn't offer a film: 
making equivalent for Clarke's story 
tolling voice, but writer Peter Harness 
(Wallander) and director Toby Haynes 
(Sherlock) conjure a smart streamlining, 
and handsome staging. It nails the 
portrait of two significanee-starved 
wizards and their hubris. Eddie Marsan 
(Ray Donovan) is perfect as Norrell, a 
frumpy-grumpy owl bent on preserving 
‘magic by hoarding it. Bertie Carvel (Les 
Misérables) as Strange—a reckless 
prodigy—is lighter than 1 imagined the 
character, but his humor serves his 
morph from romantic hero to Romantie 
antihero. While short of magical, 
Jonathan Strange d& Mr Norrell is none: 
theless an enjoyable enchantment. B+ 
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Shir Appleby and 
Johanna Brady 


Getting Real With the 
Creators of UnREAL 


Lifetime is busting open the doors to the fantasy suite with this new 
scripted series (airing Mondays at 10 pm) detailing the behind-the- 
scenes drama of a dating show, We asked creators Marti Noxon and 
Sarah Gertrude Shapiro about their inspirations. ~SMRLEY L 

How close to reality is UnREAL? people based on what we see on TV. 
SARANGERTRUDESHAPIRO hada SHAPIRO Being totally cynical about 
day ob [on The Bachelor] 10 years __itwasnt aur aim. Were making a 

‘390, 30 !dorvtknow how they make characte drama about true conics 
itanymare. But ve had avaraty of |The world is already coveredin iter 
jobs that informed these moral you dont need to make it more sly 
{quandares, those sexual politics the You're essentially writing two 
<haracters find themselves in shows: UNREAL and the dating 
‘MARTINOXON Alotof that isbased show it eenters on, Everlasting. 
fonanecdotal stares rom people we Does that make it doubly dificult? 
know. After the shows debut people NOXON Sometimes the network gave 
gotintouch wth usandwerelike, us what they wished was gonna hap 
“Oh my gosh, you guys gotitright” pen on Everlasting, and wed be ke 
which schilingifyouthinkaboutit. "Not really the show we're making! 
Itskind of an open secret that svaPino We talked about these two 
although the shows arent scripted, worlds that there are these beaut 
producer’ job sto get contestants buttery people that lve under the 
toadhere tale ora task. lights and then the creepy mole 


Whatdoyoudotokeeptheshow people inthe walls. This show is about 
fromturningintoadirect spoof of when the mole people and buttorly 
The Bachelor? people cross into each others worlds. 


How will UnREAL workif itcontin- 

esto another season? 

OXON We're going to always 
retain the Everlasting 
‘moniker. You could do 
Everlasting: The Golden 
Years, only seniors this 


OXON Its almast 100 easy to goin 
that direction. We wanted these 
characters to feel dimensionalized. 
| was in the camp of 

hhaving very litle 

sympathy for the con 

testants before this, 


‘butthere'sno way year! (Laughs]| mean, we 
someone who has never would never do that, that 
worked in realty ean ES | would be- 


understand what they SHAPIRO Pretty amazing! 
signed up for. ts really | woxow Yeah, with their 
unfair to judge these litte go-carts? [Laughs] 


‘Constance Zimmer 


VARIETY: 


“INSIDE OUT’ proves to be the greatest idea Pixar has ever had: a STUNNINGLY ORIGINAL 
concept that will not only DELIGHT AND ENTERTAIN worldwide audiences, but also promises 
to forever change the way people think about the way people think, delivering creative 
fireworks grounded by a WONDERFULLY RELATABLE family story.” — Peter Debruge 


- 
MEET THE LITTLE VOICES INSIDE» 


JUNE 19 IN 3D. 


What to Wateh 


A DAY-TO-DAY GUIDE TO NOTABLE PROGRAMS" BY RAY RAHMAN 


Series Debut 
CATASTROPHE 


Can't wait for the retum of F's filthy, funny You're the Worst? Then 
we recommend this U.K. import, another show about a couple 
where one’s from America, one’s from the British Isles, and both 
should be applying soap and water to their mouths (as well as 
other orifices). Irish actress Sharon Horgan playsa London school- 
teacher named Sharon who conceives a baby with comedian Rob 
Delaney’s vacationing adman, Rob, even before the premiere’s 
opening credits have begun. What does Sharon want to do? “I want 
to build a time machine out of your fing carcass and go back and 
make it un-happen,” she informs Rob. Now, that would be a show 
we'd watch—and so is Catastrophe. Yes, this is edgy stuff: The 
sequence in which the preggers Sharon takes a puff on a cigarette 
rivals anything on ‘The Walking Dead when it comes to sheer did- 
that just-happen? TV. Itis also hilarious, as Horgan and Delaney, 
who wrote the show together, play their characters off each other 
to perfection. The result may well turn out to be the worst—by 
which we mean the best—new comedy of the year. A- ~ctarte 
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The Making of the Mob: New York 


Despiteitsroats in violence and explita 
tion, organized crimeisan American 
‘tradition, anditsriseis fascinatingly brutal 
1age‘to-riches story. Many of the talestold 
‘here willbe familiar to anybody who binged 
Boardwalk Empire, butthe charactors atthe 
‘contor-particularly wiseguy icon Charles 


‘The show mixes ushly rendered dramatiza: 
‘tions with talking-head testimonials from 
old together by Ray Liotta 
‘confident narration, While the presentation 
‘can getalitie stilted, Making isarelativaly 
Clear-eyed look at astil-gripping mutation 
‘ofthe American dream. 8 -Ayie demon 


+The Fost 


still be above avery 
fone else.) 


Thelen Fathers | »Murderinthe 
Day brunch gets, | First 

ing of sausage 
when twodads | Tensions begin to 
show upinstead | cise as the manhunt 
of one. heats up. 


+ American 
Warrior 


Theyre not teenage, 
mutant, or tute, 
but | guess one out 
of fur aint bad. 


Tensions begin to 
rise as the man 
soddMomout | huntheatsup. 


Andys mother 
wants a spot nan 
site, invite-only 
cemetery. (Unlike 
other resting 
places, this one 
buries you five feat 
tinder 20that youll 


What (oWateh 


Serer beat Deutschland 83 
Clipped ‘Hea MGNT | SUNDANCETY 
combs: — Tho costatc 80s bets of Peter Schiling’s "Major Tom” 
Setin Boston tivob over theopening credits, zostfllysetng the 
area barbershop, {onefor this historical fantasia about young seldior 
the sitcom stra {Gonos Nay) rom Communist East Germany sotto the 
‘Ashley Tidal, Westas py. Created by wife-husbend team Ann and 
Mike Caste, and ‘Joerg Winger, Deutschland 3s the fist German 
George "This ianguage show toaironaUS. network with subtives 
Defintely Not anda) and as such, ts charactors don" waste time 
Going ta Be the Ponticating about alte or nuclear proiferation 
Boston Comedy ‘shen they cn listen to "08 Luftballoone” The seresis 

serie Debut That Peopie Will Jinbued with retro cool and, similar to the winking hind- 
Proof Remember Me Sight of Mad Men, takes pleasurein mixnga complicated 

Ac For" Wendt pastwiths keen conse of pop. 8* Je 

i acancor-sticken billnair offered YOU sasen Premiere 

3 | Stobilioninretumforproofthattheresan | veer 

FH afterlife, what would you say? Yes, key, ran 

[| Unlessyoute Dr Caran Tyler Jennifer’ | 0-8 

5 | Beals whoisntresdytoadmitthather | Ti caujadramw” 

i ‘ecentneardeath experience, inwhichshe | inthe Middle East 

4 | sSewherdeceasedson again, wasreal Her 

i struggle—canahard scientisttakealeapof | (urs or another 

5 | falte-isweltrod TV ground.butBeals | Ye2"Oh,andal 

5 | bringsasonstive,magneticdapthtean | ‘hls TV show 

: otherwise slow-moving drama. B —Shiriey Li ¥ 

| sereroete Season tremiere | pMannibal 

| | Fhe astronaut Wives Club Fen 9 a. I 

i Willits Lecters 

{|  Niftyperiodfashionalonedossnota | Thetwohoursre | chidhood home in 

i compeling seriesmake; youdthinkABC | mierebegins wih | Lithuania. This 


Would getthat by now. (Did welearnnoth- | Jossand Hany mak- | must be part af 
ing from Pan Am?) Alas,there'snotmuch | ingautonthebeach, | NBC's plan to set 


Ttslengdeinedadopted rome | Hapetdiytende, | vps prequel epi 
trginalysatedtodebutlostsummer— | wihthemgeting | off-Honnibal id 
toyond theperlectooisand line” | eweptupiyalahal | Cannibal 
trees of ts voven sl chara Sorknado stack 
i hol whom smariedtoane ot NASA's serie beat 
= original Mercury Seven astronauts. The +The Come ieabaiaind Complications: 
i | Seionaretnterchangeatle,tredatogue | mom vAleoe = 
H Trllerpat, and thechats to wpe ee cos 
| | Gtoughtwotiyesrsatetonntedee: | Trecewitrad | =" Being doctors ough Boing a doctor who 
£ | Sovendusisngina angle hour ot Towrton Mya, | Tanarandedoon— | hastobreakthe iw tostopefoung patient 
i television is baffling. It's almost as ifthey That's certainly no. testants document | from being killed by gangsters? That's a 
F | etendue ore lore “atre vrytokonartbe | that ownfourneys | newtereot ows tt freurataly ave 
2 launch" joke. C-—dillary Busis ‘brave men and inwhat's being: Jason O'Mara (Life on Mars) playing John 
i Momerwhocied | caled"thelongst_ | Eton the doctor suckin the mile ot 
: ‘tiloftingto | sunfialesentone | thateowe: © Marsmatas hrs stupciee 
i Mate MrT: | ontelevsion ate | palpable, whotherinathorapy session otin 
3 Washington's Spies. | previouslyheldby | scrubs. But the show loses its edge thanks 
i cart Grys | tomnidanty cram ot torent the 
i anor ‘tid dogs tbetweet Jomand tiie 
(Beth Riesgraf).("lam your wife, Ineedto 
+ Smile nowt she choot atone port) The men 


‘can't decide whether to be amedical 
‘drama or erimo thriller, doing neither wal 


Rrealiy show | O'Maradoes his bestto inject life, butthe 
: about dentistry? show's oddly dour tone simply makes Com- 
H Brace yourself! | plications sad case. C+ ~Jeoathon Dornbush 
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Killjoys 
Sor [ar 


Hot spacefaring bounty hunt- 
rs, huh? The unremarkable 
Kiljoys employs that tired 
‘chestnut (see: Star Wars, Fire- 
fly) with the hopes you'll also 
care about the backstories of 
itsleads, Hannah John- 
Kamen's strong performance 
and planty of family drama do 
resultin somesolid personal Salute joke must Sema Fincle 
lore, butthe show lacks a cans like “Weird Orphan Black 
senso of place. Addinlowpro- "Tenacious D, 
duction values, anditall ends | and will. am. 
Uupbeing abit of a(eorry) kill ‘Somewhere between being attacked by a yeti and bungee jump- 
vB ~Jeathon ernbuah Childrens ing off the Empire State Building that's where sharing ascene 
Hospital with the best actress on TV falls on the ol Dalton Ross Fear-o- 
“Meter. And yot needed to conquer that fear for my cameo 
‘appearance alongside Tatiana Maslany in tonight's Orphan Black 


pasha ‘season finale, Could the fate ofthe enti season hang on my 
Foran ideal ob character, Denton (whom keto describe as amysterious rogue 
CCordry weekend, assassin, even if the show more modestly bills him as a mor 
‘watch this and then ‘campaign supporter of Alison's)? Wel, no. Butif you enjay watch- 
Ballers on Sunday, ing a pasty magazine writer (above, right) embarrass himself on 
where he plays the national television, then ths is defintely the episode for you. Oh, 
Rock's comic fall and more important—if Cosima dies, don't blame mel ~ Dalton ss 


Ballors ‘The Grimson 
‘e-oaoe [ao wes 


Fresh from saving people from an earth 
‘quake in San Andreas, Dwayne Johnson 
‘arrives on the small ecraen in the format 
Spencer Strasmore, a defensive end forced 
into early retirement whe now looks ator 
the financial interests of fellow pigskin war- 
Fiors. The Miami-based series features 


ita PAS lovers 
dream: a drama 
about WWI medics 
fon the frant line in 
France. stings 


Plenty ofautomotiveand beachsidereal | Seon Premiere | Serta 
festatzescapism,butunderneathlurksa | TrueDetective | "The Brink 
{nny fastmoving sheweringoftheseme on ay joao-v [a ‘| Series Detar 
typer ofheodline grabbing contoversis a Thecomedysiaw | rPobdark 
Roger Goodell wouldtkeyoutoforget. | Basedon wh ao | Mecsresy sere | TTT 
Anchored bythe endlessly erupting vol-__| has revealed so fr, 3 


Jack Black as 


ano charisma thatis Johnson, Ballers heres what we | ABMS 


providesall the thrillandallureof the NFL | know about the 


Looking tfillthe Outlander-sizeholein 
‘your lif this summer? Letus introduce you 


Without fear of domestic violence or show's plot: {etary of stateand | Yo thislush 1Bth-century soapbased on 

devastating head injuries. A~—Ayfenderson towlevel foreign of | Winston Grahams novels. The story 
eThe74th Annual | Ser whOmUSL=VETA | Leolves around hotheaded hero Ross 
Peabody Awards | geoPolticalcrss. | oldark (The Hobbit’ Aidan Tur 


FObamakAmerica 


the Revolutionary War only to find his late 


‘With an impressive {father's estate in shambles and his sweet: 
roster that includes heart (Heida Reed) married tohisstuy 
Bryan Cranston, ‘cousin. The seriesis impeccably produced, g 
Shonda Rhimes, bbutthe real draw is Turner, whose emalder- a 
and Key and Pesle, jing gaze-andslow-burning romance with a 


this may as well be 
called the What to 
Watch all Stars 
Ceremony. 


spirited kitchen maid Dematza Eleanor 
‘Tomlinson)—guarantees some steamy 

‘costume-drama sizle ta get you through 
the seagon, B* Nine Yerrere‘checkloel lating, 6 
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= Pe 


aeshie 


‘Where families find answers 


Sa ete aab ae oese 


The 12 Best 
Albums of 
2015 (So Far) 


Midyear report! Froma 
rapper’s groundbreaking set 
to a spectacular rock debut, 
the records youneed to hear 
now. By EW Music Staff 


Kendrick Lamar 

To Pimp a Butterfly 

With this cinematie dive into 
‘what it means to be black in 
America now, Lamar doesn't 
just avoid the sophomore 
slump-—he drops a nuke on it so 
devastating, it has completely 
altered the hip-hop landseape. 


Bjork 
Vulnicura 
Bjdrk may be reeling from her 


split from artist Matthew 
Barney, but it's heen a boon for 
hor music, Not since that dude 


dumped Adele has devastation 
sounded so gorgeous. 


Courtney Barnett 
‘Sometimes | Sit and Think, 
and Sometimes [Just Sit 

On her heady and head-banging, 
dobut, the hyperliterate 
Aussie drapes her rambling 
and funny asides 
guitar heroies. 


Reviews Music 


i 


Sleater-Kinney 

No Gties to Love 

‘The trio still snap and crackle 
‘on their frst set since 2005, No 
Cities might sound chaotic at 
first, but each element—Corin 
‘Tucker's sweet snarl, Janet 
‘Woiss’ rugged beats, Carrie 
Brownstein's noisy solos—is 
exactly in its right place 


Drake 

If You're Reading This 

It's Too Late 

‘There's no easy radio hit here, 
and that's why i's exceptional 
Instead of worrying about 

his Qrating, the rapper com- 
plains about girls who ask 

for his Wi-Fi password and 
gives shout-outs to his 
‘mom—in essence, the Drakest 
Drake record yet. 


Marina and the Diamonds 
Froot 

‘The Hot 10 loves substance 
about as much as peanut 
butter loves pickles. But on 
hor third album, the tiny 
‘Wolsh firecracker born Marina 
Diamandis builds her best 
‘Trojan horse yet: an irresistible 
collection of spangly pop gems 
packed with smart-girl poetry. 


‘Alabama Shakes 

Sound & Color 

‘The Shakes could have stuek 
with the vintage Southern 
soul that won them so much 
acelaim on their 2012 debut, 
Instead they get gratifyingly 
‘weird, dipping into spacey 
experiments and giddy fuzz- 
bomb freak-outs, 


Father John Misty 
I Love You, Honeybear 
‘He may sound like he wandered 


away froman L.A. ashram, 
bout don't be fooled by the 
beatitic-hippie vibes. 

‘There's a killer songwriter's 
instinet beneath all those 
dreamy Laurel Canyon, 
melodies (and possibly a 
shiv in that beard; the 

‘man ean write a cutting lyrie 
like nobody's business). 


Chris Stapleton 

Traveller 

‘The country erooner's debut is 
full of charming devils, lapsed 
believers, and the havae 
wreaked by drinking too much 
hhooch, all delivered by one 

of Nashville's best new voices. 


Unknown Mortal Orchestra 
Multi-Love 

‘The Oregon trio aren just for 
acid-trip casualties anymore. 
On their third album, they 
punch up their psychedelic 
sound with funky grooves and 
singer Ruban Nielson's tales 
of polyamory and alienation in 
‘the age of Portlandia 


Jamie xx 

In Colour 

From iey synthed-out ballads 
to heavy hip-hop bangers, 
Jamie xx" astonishing solo 
set (featuring cameos from 
hisxx bandmates, rapper 
Young Thug, and dancehall, 
star Popeaan) comes on like 
‘the best Pandora mix you've 
never heard. 


Metz 

t 

‘These mild-looking Canadians 
revive the golden age of early 
Nirvana and '90s grunge with 
10 walloping noise-rockers— 
‘but there are surprising hooks 
amid all the Sturm und Drang. 


THE5 POP HITS 
WE'RE NOT SICK OF 
HEARING (YET) 


Taylor: Swf feat Kendrick Lamar 
‘Ab aLo00 (Reno 

Een without the guest starstudled 
vee Tay Kenrekassited enemy 
Vest etka Metal Bay dere 


Fallout Boy 

Ma THURMAN 

Inmarying the theme from The Munsters 
to rhapsodes about Pub Fictions 
unforgetable muse FOB finaly harness 
the fll power af pp pastiche 


Wak the Moon 

“SHUT UP AND DANCE 

The Oho band are getting thes moment 
at st. Thee breakout 2014 singles the 
bestloveatfst-sight rocker we\e heard 
alyex, 


Mark Ronson feat. rina Mars 

Uprown Fume 

Siow tsbeen dominating the arwaves for 
‘mon bth tel tg we 

tan ear we ttn do the srt 
Inseuch af rehyran conn 


lly Clarkeon 
iwvinciLe 


No pp star can turn a burner day 
‘sound tee Carkaonand sis ne 
of her most upg songs ever 


Key Clarkson Fall Out Boy's 
Pete Went, and Taylor Swift 
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ON HOW LIFE HAS 
HIS LAST RECORD 
“Id never been in love before. And 1 
Jost my bestfriend, [Rocky recently 
broke off an engagement to supermodel 
Chane! Iman, and longtime colabora- 
tor ASAP Yams passed away in 
January.] steals and tribulations 
you know? With te first commercial 
album, [had something to prove— 
that I could have mainstream 
success... Now I'm anxious to show 
people-a new sound, something that 
they're not used to or comfortable 
| with, perso, I want to challenge their 
intellot and their chemistry” 


AN 


ED SINCE 


ON LANDING A ROLE IN DOPE (01 
IN THEATERS JUNE 19) 

“It didn't get offered to me. Ihad to 
do three auditions—two videos and 
‘one in person. It was supposed to 
be an indie film, maybe hit Netfis. 

| didn't think it would be fa big deal] 
at Sundanee! Not out of 15,000 films. 
And an urban film at that? In 2015? 
Its amiracle. It's beautiful, man.” 


ON WHAT CONSTITUTES SUCCESS 
“I work, and that's my Grammy, my 
sear, my Emmy, my Tony, my high 
schoo! basketball trophy: Awards don't 
‘mean s- these days. I think we're in a 
time where you don't have to worry 
bout making mainstream hits, 
bbocause you ean be underground and 
‘make. lot of money touring and doing 
other things. But everyone doesn't 
hhave to be a rapper today. People try 
to find easy ways out—rap wasn't my 
easy way out. ewas my way out.” 


ON EXPANDING HIS BRAND (ORNOT) 
“You cant do everything at once, and 
Tmnot here to try to be a jack-of all 
trades, IFT agree to do something, 'm 
gonna give it my all Like fashion: 'm 
nota fashion designor, and I don't 
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plan on taking advantage ofthat just 
‘because Fm a famous person or what- 
‘ever: Inever want to look. like I'm only 
doing things for the sake of money. My 
integrity and n : 


“Tm not a control freak! Just ere- 
atively [Laughs] Lean take the 
backseat without a problem. It's not 
ego, I swear, I just dont really moet a 
Jot of people with my vision... fT hire 
you to do a video and Leave it in your 
hhands, what if I dont like it? Artists 
show up tothe studio and the song is, 
already written for them. They go in, 
they sing it, come hack out, service it, 


The World According to ASAP Rocky 


With two straight No, Lalbums—his latest, At:Long.Last. ASAP, is out now—and a big-screen debut in the buzzy 
indie drama Dope, the Harlem-bred rapper, 26, shares what he’s learned on his w. 


et 


to the top. “LEAH GREENBLATT 


put it in the machine, get somebody to 
direct it. They have stylists on set. I 
don’t want stylists! This is me. I got 


‘ut of bed and chose to wear this” 


‘ON HANDLING HATERS 
“At the end ofthe day, they don't nocd 
to know me. You could say, You're too 
Dblack; and it's just lke, Ike my com. 
plesion, I'm fine. ‘You're broke, you 
don't have any money: That’ fine, I 
‘was poor my whole life. But the only 
thing that can touch me or affect me is 
iffa fanor a follower of mine, when 
they critique my music, says,‘ don't 
like this This is waek? You know what 
I say? Til doit better next time!” 


PETHOOD. IT’S JUST LIKE PARENTHOOD. 
EXCEPT WITH OCCASIONAL FLEAS, 
HARDER BATH TIMES AND NO 
EYE ROLLING IN THE TEENAGE YEARS. 


Whether they have two legs or four. Whether they've got fur 


scales or feathers. They're your kids, They are Jack, Lucy and Daisy 


(and Jellybean, Sir Puffbottom and Special Agent Chesterfield) 
And you are their doting parents. When you think about it, the 
love you share is exactly the same, Your dog isn't your friend— 
he's your boy. Your cat isn't a pet~she was in your wedding. And at 
PetSmart, we aren't just fellow pet parents, we're your partner. 
We don't stop at just selling your favorite brands, we offer 
grooming, vet care and boarding all in one place. Because that's 
what a partner does. Of course, nobody will love your kids as 


much as you do. But well get close. 


SHINA RICH 
s5IRLFRIEND 


KEVIN 


CRAZY RICH 


China Rich 
Giuiend 


Novet. 
By Hillary Busis 


S THE GAP BETWEEN the world’s haves and 
hhave-nots yawns ever wider, fluffy novels about 
quotidian wealth just won't cut it. Sure, the 
socialites of ehicklit clases like Bergdorf Blondes 
paid beaucoup bueks for lavish summer homes 

and the perfect honey highlights—but did they ever drop 

$195 million on a single work of art? Did they employ personal 

sommeliers and sushi chefs? Did they jet off to Paris on a 

moment's notice via private 747s tricked out with Russian 

reindeer leather sofas, karaoke lounges, IMAX screens, and 
fully fumetioning operating rooms—just in ease? 

Welcome to the world of China Rich Girfriend, which picks 
upa few years after the events of Kevin Kwan's frothy 2013, 
best-seller, Crazy Rich Asians. In accordance with the Law of 
‘Sequels, i's more over-the-top than its predecessor—whieh is 
saying something, considering Crazy Rich Asiansculminatesin 
$40 million wedding. Here, the focus shifts from Singapore 
to China, an even more opulent playground: “These people 
aren't just everyday rich with a few hundred million,” snobby 
matriarch Eleanor Young breathlessly explains to her son 
Nick, the hero of both novels.“They are China rich!” 

‘Nick and his partner, American-born nobody Rachel Chu, 
learn as much when they travel to Shanghai, where they rub 
shoulders with the mainland elite, Other, slightly more potent 
threads follow Nick's cousin Astrid Leong-—who's finding that 
marriage toa tech zillionaire isnt all it's eracked up to be— 
and the ultra-gauche Kitty Pong, a onetime sex-tape star 
looking to break into Hong Kong high society. 

But plot is hardly the point of China Rich; it barely intrudes 
onthe narrative untila series of last-minute soap-operati twists 
unfolds. The characters, too, are flat, mostly because they're 
forced to spout clunky exposition and posh brand names 
inequal measure. Kwan relegates his witiest writing to minor 

details, ike a hanger-on ingeniously 


MEMORABLE LINES named Perrineum Wang, and a 
“But where are string of wry footnotes. He just, 
the cabins?” Eddie barely rts with analyzing the iro- 


asked, still con- nies and psychology of conspicuous 
fused.’Mr.Cheng, spending inan oppressive Commu- 


‘mafraid British nist nation. Which is a shame: 
Airways does not Girlfriend could have been incisive 
have private cabins as well as entertaining. Instead, it’s 


infirst class.” morebuoyantthan rich. B 
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Aziz Ansari’s Labor 
Of Modern Love 


Unlike other comedians writing debut books, Aziz Ansari (Parks and 
Recreation) teamed up witha sociologist, Eric Klinenberg, tolifithe fog 
of Gen-¥ datingin Modern Romance. Heswipedright on EW toshare 


whathe’s learned, MARC SNETIKER 


First off, how is 
post-"Iwrotea 
life? 

Iwsnow “promoting 
‘a book" if, and Pm 
working on my new 
Netflix show at the 
hands are full Life's good! 

Why did you think comedy and sociol- 
‘ogy would make a good combo? 
‘When I was going out {to publishers] 
with the idea, I was realy clear I 
[didn't] want this to be a book of 
essays about my dating life or a 
regular humor book because, to me, 


if Thave any funny stories, I would 
rather just do those in my stand-up. 

I wanted to try to do something that 
‘worked both as sociology and humor 
Did your co-writer, Eric Klinenberg, 
learn anything about comedy? 

He gota litte glimpse into the come- 
dian’ life, but what's interesting is 
how much overlap there is. They're 
both professions where you're just 
trying to make observations about, 
the world that have resonance. 

Did you ever take a sociology class 
incollege? 

Nover: But like I said, it weirdly over 
laps with the comedy I was doing, In 


Reviews Book 


iy stand-up specials I talked about 
online dating, and I didn't know any- 
thing, so would just ask people in 
the crowd about their experience 
and learn that way. I guess that was 
‘me dipping my toe into the pool 

You did interviews in Paris, Tokyo, 
Buenos Aires..did you run into any 
trouble with this topic abroad? 

In Japan, it was definitely a little 
weird because we had a language 
barrier and they're also abit shyer 
about talking about sex. In America, 
people were less shy about opening 
up, maybe because I do stand-up and, 
people fee like I've talked to them 
and my intentions were good. 

Give me astat that rocked 

your world. 

1m 1967; they did a study that said 
‘6percent of women would marry 
someone they were not romantically 
{in ove with. That one blew me away. 
Tt was really tough talking to these 
‘older women in retirement homes 
‘who had a big regret in their lives, 
‘who yearned for a period when they 
‘weren't encumbered by the respon: 
sibilities of a family and could just 
have fan. And it's ike, wow, that's all 
‘me and anyone my age does now, 
and we take it all for granted, 

How much do younow want to urge 
people to change their dating ways? 
"The idea was never to be an advice 
book, butt helps to have some take- 
away. I'you're a guy texting a girl, 
the book’s making the plea that, just 
for a second before you write this 
thing, imagine being in her shoes 
‘nd what's in her phone and how 
best you can really present yourself 
What did you learn in hindsight 
about Tom on Parks and Rec? 

You dont really see him dating that 
‘much, but it was probably slim pick 
ings in Pawnee. [Laughs Timagine 
he probably overcomplicated things 
and didat even realize 

What didn’t you include in the book 
that you wish you could have? 
Honestly, there could be a whole 
other book written about really 
young people in high school. Man, 
they're crazy! 


June 19,2015 EW.com | 65 


Reviews Books 


Sesh 


Picture This! 


TINA JORDAN 


8 
—— 


The summer'sbestbooks forthe preschool setfeature bold artand fresh, zany stories, 
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Aboy'sbirthday at Coney 
Island unfolds ina punchy retro 
palette—aqua, mustard, brown, 
ream, rodand cutouts create 
few images and words on 
every page. 


Ox 


Lee's stunning book has 
‘no words, so young readers 
an dream up thet 

‘oun stories a= they play 
long with two shy 

hildren at crowed 
Swimming poet 


‘The Land of Lines 

‘Vitor Hussenot 
ids of al ages wil lose 
‘themselvesin the pages 
‘of Hussenat's wildly original 
‘graphic novel, which 
follows the adventures of a 


TH CAPRI SUN* 100% Line 
i] = t lunchables.com 
iY a 4 
- i ; 
, q 


Reviews Books: 
Lists 
F 


The Ultimate Book of Lists 
Shaun Usher, whobroughtus Letters of Note, lastyear’sfabulouscollectionof correspondence, 
isback witha book that consists, simply, of famous rarely seen lists. TINA JORDAN 


Thee 


ry] Blade : 
aarte Blake ke lull) Flaw Pteehas all teres 


decnhbuey ef as Ta 2a fre 
GG Se ko chnte di Cockhel few J 
yan Aur ere a verl- dough © be 
frempepalit Wadoads, do Bre yoes 

We cach bail 


Parca 8 cvele fuck 


Condi final 9 al nae cock bas lef 
Pluperfect oD had cocktail 

Salpuubwr Sweuld have cock failed 
Yoluclerg Suh should haere cocktaslad 


Puli — dau rr 
balay Cat nila kin? (Beak rch 
« Cock baila then? (Pout Cock 
(ot wile cxk E07) Inachesyiaerto _stnthad te fin 
sasatarbencet oon 
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A Sister Act remake! 
We wont aunt 


Ma y 


Wilmart hopes to 
ost emaovee 

set oway sro y 
wn this murder? Teceine On 
and stn Blebe 


two things 
use ope eases sxecetintaly 
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isinbig rouble aster 
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it 1 es} 
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J J : ‘The Weeknd! 
“The Los Angeles et Walking dinosaurs "ante 
Pac Man gets 


‘nang? ent etre ut we till can tries Cocsanoa 
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WE GET THE WORLD WE DESERVE 


COLIN VINCE RACHEL TAYLOR 
FARRELL VAUGHN McADAMS KITSCH 


TRUE DETECTIVE 


ae 
1 9PM HBO 


OR WATCH IT ON HEX®NOW" 


